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AMA Gold
Leader Club
The Greater Southwest Aero Modelers, Inc. is
a nonprofit organization. Membership is
nondiscriminatory and open to anyone who
agrees to abide by Club By-Laws. A
condition of membership for insurance
purposes is current affiliation with the
Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA). Our
flying field is located at 6903 Randol Mill
Road, 1/4 mile east of exit 26 off of Loop 820
at N 32°46.895’ W 97° 12.361’. Visitors are
welcome whenever the gate is unlocked.
Free flight training instruction is available to
members from 6:00 PM to dusk on Monday
and Wednesday while Daylight Savings Time
is in effect. Regular Club meetings are held
on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30
PM at the McDonalds Restaurant, 769 Airport Freeway, Hurst TX 76053. The
McDonalds is on the south access road just
east of Precinct Line Road.

Next Meeting:
Tuesday
January 12, 2016
7:30PM
McDonalds
769 Airport Fwy
Hurst, TX 76053

President’s Notes
Here we are; a new year and new club
officers. We have big shoes to fill but we
intend to continue along the same flight
path of the previous years. I am certainly
happy and confident with the new team
that you have elected. Guidance and advice from the old heads will make for a
smooth transition period. This club is
currently quite unified unlike some in the
local area. That’s a very good thing. We
will meet new challenges that arise such
as the over-reaching FAA.
One of my personal top priorities for the
new year is major leveling and dirt work
on the runway. Like I always say, “we are
nothing without a runway”. The wet season may be a large factor in what we can
do; we will see what the membership
wants to do there. The club is an AMA
Leader Club due to the active membership and community commitment. So
another goal is to keep more guys involved to carry the load and see to the
details of things to be done or investigated. Along those lines if you would like
to present a short program at a club
meeting on something of interest to you,
please step forward. I’m pretty sure it
would interest the rest of us. Or if you
have any ideas for a program, let one of
the officers know.
The bylaws specify a few ‘appointed officers’ so for the record here they are for
2016:
Events and Safety Officer: Jimmy Stanford
Field Marshal: Barry Ponder
Training Officer: Frank Rowell or Mike
Kopf (TBD)
Webmaster: Sonny Coleman

692-7380
553-2806
265-2471
481-0268
455-0922

Just another reminder that the field
(runway and infield) remains soft and
squishy with this wetter than usual season. The footprints and divots on the
runway are accumulating and we are
unable to smooth it out until it dries up
some. So use your good judgment.
Have you been doing preventative maintenance on your planes? Checking batteries? Repairing the canopy? Checking
hinges? Overhauling the fuel system?
Cleaning? It is just a good time to do
that, eh?
See you at the field.
Darrell Abby, President

Tail Spinner Submissions
Items for the Tail Spinner are due by the
25th of the month. Remember that ads
are free to members. Send them to:
Roy Baker
(817) 545-4031
(817) 455-0922 (cell)
(e-mail) reb2ntx@verizon.net

GSW 2016 Event Calendar
Date

Event

Coordinator

April TBD

TAG (Take-Off and Grow)

Frank Rowell

May 21

Biplane Fun Fly(S)

Darrell Abby

Jun 3-5

US Scalemaster Qualifier(S)

Lawrence Harville

Jul 2

Independence Day Fun Fly

Chuck Rovell

Aug 13

National Model Aviation Day

???

Aug TBD

Multi-Rotor Fun Fly*

Tim Lovett

Sep 10

Big Bird

Tim Lovett

Oct 15

All-Scale Fly-In

Barry Ponder

Nov 5

NEED Food Drive & Fun-Fly

Chuck Rovell

Nov TBD

Control Line Event

Stephen Jeansonne

Nov ??

Annual party

Dec 3

Toys for Tots

Walt Fisher

TBD

SPA (Senior Pattern Association)

Wayne Galligan

Proposed

Wildhare RC / Fun Fly

Seth Jackson
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Anyone can be an event
coordinator.
New type events are
welcome with club approval.
Fun-fly’s are totally
informal—volunteer and
coordinate with me;
any date including a Sunday.
(S) Indicates AMA
sanctioned event.
*Tim Lovett has expressed
interest in coordinating a
multi-rotor fun fly and we
would like to see what the
interest level is so if you
would like to see us host the
event please let me know. It
is tentatively scheduled for
August
Jimmy Stanford, Event
Coordinator (202) 725-5565
or rescuejim@yahoo.com

December Secretary’s
Report
December 2015 business meeting was
called to order by club president Tim
Lovett at McDonalds Restaurant Precinct Line #25720 - 769 Airport Frwy.
Hurst, TX 76053 at 7:30 P.M.
Business Meeting Minutes: The
November 2015 business meeting
minutes were approved as written by
attending club members by a show of
hands vote.
New Members/Visitors: Welcome
Mark Wright and Mike Clanahan to the
December 2015 club meeting!
Old Business:
Primary Elections: Primary Elections
for the 2016 GSWAM club officers were
held during the November 2015 business
meeting, and the following club members
were all unanimously elected by
attending club members:

2016 Incoming Club Officers Have Rights
to the Club Bank Account:
Incoming Officers
Outgoing Officers
Darrell Abby – President
Tim Lovett
Lewie Moore – Vice-President
Lee Rice
Frank Rowell – Secretary
Sonny Coleman
Herbert Koven – Treasurer
Tom Russell
Roy Baker – Newsletter Editor
Roy Baker – No Change

FAA Pilot Registration: Under a new
rule, the Federal Aviation Administration
requires all recreational and hobby
“drone” operators to register their
aircraft before flying outdoors. After
registration, the FAA will email a
certificate containing the holder's name,
registration number, and dates of
i ssu anc e
an d
e x pi r a t i on.
Th e
registration will have to be renewed
every three years. No action is currently
being taken by the GSWAM club until
there is further clarification regarding
the new R/C pilot registration rule
brought to us by the AMA and FAA.
Registration web site URL link: http://
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www.faa.gov/uas/registration/
According to the FAA, owners must
register at the FAA's website any small
drone weighing between 0.55 and 55
pounds, and place a registration
number on their drone before it takes to
the skies. A lot of further discussions
regarding the FAA’s model aircraft
registration rule will surely be coming
soon.
Club Shirts: Not ordered yet. Promises
were made to do so. So far we are
shirtless.
Not Very Old Business
Shelter Area Concrete Pad: The
standing water issue under the flying
facility shelter, and around and under the
assembly tables, is being remedied by
adding concrete within the confines of
the shelter area floor. After some
discussion among the attending club
members it as decided that a section of
floor at the center (lengthwise) of the
shelter will be poured first. A motion to
fund the shelter flooring project was
made by an attending club member, the
motion was seconded and approved via a
majority show of hands “yes” votes. Also,
the shelter’s roof pitch is currently not
sufficient as to promote complete
drainage of rain water, so currently water
pools on the roof in a few places. It was
decided that the best method of
increasing the roof pitch is to cut, raise,
and weld a covering sleeve on the metal
roof support pole joint. The roof pitch
work will be performed during a soon to
be announced work day.
New Business
Club Officer Plaques: At the end of the
December 2015 business meeting the
exiting GSW club officers were all
presented with very nice award plaques
by their corresponding replacement club
officer for serving the club over the past
ten years. We leaving club officers all
thank Darrell and Nancy Abby for their
thoughtfulness and their efforts in
obtaining and presenting the plaques to
the long suffering ex-club officers.
2016 Scale Qualifier Date: Lawrence
Harville announced next year’s Texas
Scale Qualifier event will be held at the
GSW flying facility on June 4th & 5th 2016.
Better start getting those planes ready!
Field Safety Rules: The club’s field

rules have been added to the club
website’s “About Us” page.

Respectfully Submitted by:
Sonny Coleman

Over and OUT !
214-415-1921
Sonny@flygsw.org

For sale: ESM C-47 ARF model
New in Box. $500
Keith Sparks has this ARF for sale. List
price is $589 plus $150 shipping.
Reason for the selling price, Too big for
me to store.
Specifications:
· Wing Span: IMAA LEGAL Approx
103.9"
· Length: Approx 70.5"
· Weight: Approx 17.5-19.8lbs
· Radio: 6 channel radio 12 servos
· Engine: 2 x .61 2-stroke or 2 x .91 4stroke or equivalent gas or electric
Features:
· -All composite fuselage construction,
fiberglass nacelles, fiberglass cowlings,
with built up wings and surfaces.
· -All scale details molded into the
fiberglass parts, including panel lines and
rivets.
The aircraft has a beautiful flat, nonglossy scale finish. This is superior to
glossy covering materials.
-Functional flaps.
-All hardware included (screws, rods, fuel
tanks etc...)
-Illustrated instruction manual included.
· ESM GEN 4 ELECTRIC RETRACTS with
oleo struts and alloy wheels available.
· CJM ELECTRIC and PNEUMATIC
RETRACTS with oleo struts available.
· Scale Main Wheels will be available
Sparky’s cell phone 817 233 1215

Hold Off On Registering
On Wednesday, December 16 the AMA Executive Council unanimously approved an
action plan to relieve and further protect our members from unnecessary and
burdensome regulations. This plan addresses the recently announced interim rule
requiring federal registration of pilots who fly model aircraft and unmanned aircraft
systems (UAS) weighing between 0.55 and 55 pounds.
AMA has long used a similar registration system with our members, which we pointed
out during the task force deliberations and in private conversations with the FAA. As you
are aware, AMA’s safety program instructs all members to place his or her AMA number
or name and address on or within their model aircraft, effectively accomplishing the
safety and accountability objectives of the interim rule. AMA has also argued that the
new registration rule runs counter to Congress’ intent in Section 336 of the FAA
Modernization and Reform Act of 2012, otherwise known as the “Special Rule for Model
Aircraft.”
The Council is considering all legal and political remedies to address this issue. We
believe that resolution to the unnecessary federal registration rule for our members rests
with AMA’s petition before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. This
petition, filed in August 2014, asks the court to review the FAA’s interpretation of the
“Special Rule for Model Aircraft.” The central issue is whether the FAA has the authority
to expand the definition of aircraft to include model aircraft; thus, allowing the agency to
establish new standards and operating criteria to which model aircraft operators have
never been subject to in the past.
In promulgating its interim rule for registration earlier this week, the FAA repeatedly
stated that model aircraft are aircraft, despite the fact that litigation is pending on this
very question. The Council believes the FAA’s reliance on its interpretation of Section
336 for legal authority to compel our members to register warrants the Court’s
immediate attention to AMA’s petition.
While we continue to believe that registration makes sense at some threshold and for
flyers operating outside of a community-based organization or flying for commercial
purposes, we also strongly believe our members are not the problem and should not
have to bear the burden of additional regulations. Safety has been the cornerstone of
our organization for 80 years and AMA’s members strive to be a part of the solution.
As we proceed with this process, we suggest AMA members hold off on registering their
model aircraft with the FAA until advised by the AMA or until February 19, the FAA’s
legal deadline for registering.
Holding off on registration will allow AMA time to fully consider all possible options. On a
parallel track, it also allows AMA to complete ongoing conversations with the FAA about
how best to streamline the registration process for our members.
In the near future, we will also be asking our members to make their voices heard by
submitting comments to the FAA’s interim rule on registration. We will follow-up soon
with more detailed information on how to do this.
Thank you for your continued support of AMA. We will provide you with more updates as
they become available.
Kind regards,
The AMA Executive Council
Bob Brown, AMA President
Gary Fitch, AMA Executive Vice President
Andy Argenio, AMA Vice President, District I

January 2016 Tail Spinner Page 4

Jan/Mar Events
JAN 16--San Juan, TX (C) Fun Fly. Site: Club
Field. GPS Coordinates: 26.152548, 98.150399 Events: Sponsor: Tejas R/C
Association #2227. CD: Richard L. Ware, 501
W.Owassa Rd. #218, Pharr, TX 78577. Phone:
937-423-0236(day) 937-423-0236(eve) EMail: warerv@aol.com All aircraft are welcome;
landing fee $15 includes lunch ticket.
FEB 20--Dayton, TX (C) Jetero Annual Fun Fly.
Site: Club Field. GPS Coordinates: 30.06139, 95.02111 Events: Sponsor: Jetero RC Club,
Inc. #1218. CD: Larry L. Rogers, , . Phone:
713-503-1191(day) EMail: LARRY5926@GMAIL.COM WebSite:www.j
etero.comFrom 9am-5pm. Lunch provided for
pilots.
MAR 12--Alvin, TX (C) Alvin RC 26th Anuual
Big Bird Fly In. Site: Club Field. GPS
Coordinates: 29.4147, -95.29153Sponsor:
Alvin RC Modelers Assn. #1307. CD: Fred W.
Daniels, , . Phone: 281-488-8371(day) EMail:fdaniels51@sbcglobal.net WebSite: www.
alvinrr.org26th Annual Big Bird Fly In and 12th
Annual Swap Meet. 80" mono, 60" biplane or
1/4 Scale. Indoor restrooms, paved runway,
great concessions, overnight camping (no hook
ups). Pilot and raffle prizes. Registration starts
7am. Landing fee $10
MAR 19--Katy, TX (C) Spring Warbird Fly-In.
Site: Club Field 6332 Katy Hockley Road. GPS
Coordinates: 29.8667, -95.8161Sponsor: Space
City RC Club #1259. CD: Emerson Jenkins,
9201 Sunbonnet Dr., Pearland, TX 77584.
Phone: 281-686-1505(day) 281-686-1505(eve)
EMail: emerson.jenkins@att.net WebSite: www.
spacecityrc.comOpen to all sizes of warbirds.
Gas, glo, electric or turbine. $20 entry fee.
Concessions available. Plaques will be
awarded! 9am - 4pm.
MAR 26--Rosenberg, TX (C) Ft Bend RC Club
Spring Swap Meet & Fun Fly. Site: Club Field.
GPS Coordinates: 29.5422, -95.83667 Events:
Sponsor: Ft. Bend RC Club #615. CD: Richard
D. Jackson, , . Phone: 281-277-7067(day) EMail:rc.aviator@comcast.net WebSite: www.for
tbendrc.com/Paved runways, 700' and 500'.
Air conditioned clubhouse. Covered Pavilion
and pit area. Tables available on a first come
first serve basis. Concession stand open for
lunch and drinks. Swap meet starts at 8am.
MAR 31-APR 02--Monaville, TX (C) 4TH Annual
Houston Jet Rally . Site: Bomber Field. GPS
Coordinates: 29.93917, -96.05917 Events:
Sponsor: Bomber Field Inc. #2307. CD: Kirk C.
Jensem, , . Phone: 281-381-0473 (day) EMail:imacav8r@sbcglobal.net WebSite: www.b
omberfieldusa.comWelcome to the 4th annual
Houston Jet Rally! Bring your turbine or
electric high performance jets and plan to fly
some long days.... Time to turn and burn!

December Toys for Tots Toy Drive

January 2016 Tail Spinner Page 5

The Tail Spinner
Greater Southwest Aero Modelers
P.O. Box 1171
Bedford, TX 76021

Inside This Issue
Presidents Notes
December Secretary Minutes
Toys for Tots
2016 Events

Massey McDonald’s
Is proud to support
Greater Southwest Aero Modelers
Please visit us at one of the following locations:
Euless #2182
105 Airport Fwy
Euless, TX 76040

Our Meeting Place—>

Harwood #6598
3350 Harwood Rd.
Bedford, TX 76021

Precinct Line #25720
769 Airport Fwy.
Hurst, TX 76053

Central #10230
2100 Central Park Blvd.
Bedford, TX 76022
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Handly Ederville #10145
7305 Airport Fwy
Richland Hills, TX 76118

Centre Port #34234
14100 Centre Station Dr.
Fort Worth, TX 76155

