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The Greater Southwest Aero Modelers, Inc. is 
a nonprofit organization. Membership is 
nondiscriminatory and open to anyone who 
agrees to abide by Club By-Laws.  A 
condition of membership for insurance 
purposes is current affiliation with the 
Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA).  Our 
flying field is located at 6903 Randol Mill 
Road, 1/4 mile east of exit 26 off of Loop 820 
at N 32°46.895’ W 97° 12.361’.  Visitors are 
welcome whenever the gate is unlocked.  
Free flight training instruction is available to 
members from 6:00 PM to dusk on Monday 
and Wednesday while Daylight Savings Time 
is in effect.  Regular Club meetings are held 
on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 
PM at the McDonalds Restaurant, 769 Air-
port Freeway, Hurst TX  76053.  The 
McDonalds is on the south access road just 
east of Precinct Line Road. 
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McDonalds 
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Hurst, TX  76053 

President’s Notes 

About forty six folks enjoyed a nice annu-
al party at Brookside Center in Hurst. The 
catered Italian meal from Café Cicilia 
earned favorable compliments. All the 
ladies received gift cards in appreciation 
of coping with our hobby and a separate 
drawing brought at least 1 prize to each 
member. Three members were awarded 
“Spirit of GSW” plaques. And Carnac the 
Magnificent made a special guest appear-
ance. 
 
Another successful food drive event for 
NEED has been logged for 2016. We 
broke last year’s record with 958 pounds 
of food. Club kudos to promoter, Chuck 
Rovel, and all who contributed. Another 
opportunity for community involvement is 
the December 3 US Marines Toys for Tots 
drive. Let’s see what we can do. 
 
It is time to renew club membership for 
2017. You can print out the application 
from the club web site, fill it out, and take 
it to Roy’s Hobby for processing or renew 
at the club meetings. Better yet, renew 
December 3 when you bring your toy to 
the toy drive at the field. Bring your AMA 
card and checkbook. New keys will be 
distributed in late January. The locks are 
changed over on February 1. 
 
There will be no club meeting December 
13. 
 
See you at the field.  

Takeoff 
 

The model should remain still or near still 
(according to whether the prototype had 
brakes) on the runway with the engine 
running after release by contestant or a 
helper or after a taxi maneuver. Takeoff 
should be into the wind and should begin 
with a straight ground run followed by a 
gentle liftoff with a climb angle consistent 
with that of the prototype. Takeoff is 
completed when the model is 
approximately 10 feet from the ground. 
For maximum points any scale operation 
that was required by the prototype to 
perform its normal takeoff should be used 
by the model. 
 

Errors:  
Model is held by pilot or helper after 
advancing the throttle to takeoff power. 
Model swings on takeoff run (a slight 
swing should not be the cause of loss of 
points on light aircraft types with 
conventional (tail wheel) gear if it is 
corrected promptly). Model becomes 
airborne too soon. Takeoff run is too 
long. Model jumps off ground. Model 
climbs too steeply after takeoff. Model 
drops a wing badly during takeoff (should 
not be confused with aileron correction 
for crosswind). In the interest of safety, a 
takeoff may be aborted and restarted 
with a seven (7) point or 70% of 
maximum score on the first retry (and 
70% for each subsequent retry) rather 
than given an automatic zero (0). For 
example, the maximum score that could 
be given would be seven (7) points after 
the first abort and first retry, the second 
retry after another abort is five (5) points 
(70% of 7), the third retry is 3.5 points 
(70% of 5), etc. The contestant is still on 
the clock for each retry. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Want to be a better scale 
pilot? Here’s what the AMA 

rule book says about the 
mandatory maneuvers 



 

December 2016 Tail Spinner Page 2 

Tail Spinner Submissions 
 
Items for the Tail Spinner are due by the 
25th of the month.  Remember that ads 
are free to members.  Send them to: 
 

Roy Baker 
(817) 545-4031 

(817) 455-0922 (cell) 
 

(e-mail)  reb2ntx@verizon.net 
 

GSW 2016 Event Calendar  
 

 
 
Anyone can be an event coordinator.  
New type events are welcome with club approval.   
Fun-fly’s are totally informal—volunteer and coordinate with me;  

any date including a Sunday.   
(S) Indicates AMA sanctioned event.   
*Tim Lovett has expressed interest in coordinating a multi-rotor fun fly and we would 
like to see what the interest level is so if you would like to see us host the event please 
let me know.  It is tentatively scheduled for August 
 
Jimmy Stanford, Event Coordinator (202) 725-5565 or rescuejim@yahoo.com 
    
 

Date Event Coordinator 

Sat after 
Meeting 

Work Day – 09:00 every Satur-
day following the monthly 

GSW Officers 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Dec 3 Toys for Tots Walt Fisher 

Club Shirts Available 
 
We have 1 L; 2 XXL 
shirts available. 
 
They are $20 per shirt. 
 
If you want one 
contact Bill Bradford at 
bcbradford@gmail.com 

Lewie Moore shows a .40 size Long John 
he rebuilt that belonged to Gene 
Kingsley. Lewie plans to auction it at the 
field next year. 

mailto:darrellabby@att.net
mailto:bcbradford@gmail.com
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November Secretary’s 
Report 

 
The November business meeting was 
called to order by President Darrell Abby 
on November 15 at the McDonald's 
Restaurant Precinct Line #25270-769 
Airport Freeway, Hurst, TX 76053 
 
Business Meeting Minutes 
The October meeting minutes were 
approved as written by attending 
members by a show of hands. 
 
New Members/Visitors 
New member Jeremy Ward was in 
attendance. 
 
Treasurer's Report 
Treasurer Herb Koven stated that our 
balance position is good with no new 
expenses anticipated for the remainder of 
this year. Herb is resigning at the end of 
his term. A new treasurer was elected. 
 
Field Report 
Vice President Lewie Moore reported that 
the grass cutting is now one day per 
week and that no watering is being done. 
No work day is scheduled for Saturday. 
The projects for the next work day will 
include lowering a portion of the shelter 
roof to allow for water drainage. 
True Green lawn care will be contracted 
to treat for weeds, ants and unwanted 
grasses on the runway and infield areas. 
The cost is approximately $2400 for one 
year service beginning next year and 
$460 for pre-emergent service this year.  
Lee Rice who has used the service stated 
he liked the results and gave his 
approval. Tim Lovett pointed out the we 
should have the right to cancel our 
contract at any time. Tim made a motion 
that we contract for one year. Barry 
Ponder seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved unanimously by members 
present. 
 
Upcoming Events 
The food drive on November 5 was a 
success in that Chuck Rovell said there 
was 958 pounds collected. 
The annual party was held on November 
6 and a large group of members and 
their wives were fed lasagna by Cafe 
Cicilia. Carnak the Magnificent 
entertained followed by the awarding of 
prizes and gifts. The consensus was that 
a good time was had by all. 
The toy drive will be at the field on 
December 3 rain or shine. Please bring a 
gift or many gifts for the US Marine Corps 
Toys For Tots drive. 
There will be no meeting in December. 
The next meeting will be the second 
Tuesday in January. 
 
 
Instructor's Report 
Several people have inquired but no one 
is currently in training. 
 
Old Business 
The Club officer election was held. The 

current officers with the exception of 
treasurer were reelected. Darrell Abby, 
President, Lewis Moore, Vice-President, 
Frank Rowell, Secretary, Bob McDuff, 
Treasurer, and Roy Baker, Newsletter 
Editor. The vote for all officer positions 
was unanimous.   
 
New Business 
New gate keys will be available on 
February 1. 
Money to purchase bicycles for the toy 
drive was authorized by the members 
present. 
The CR Smith Aviation Museum would 
like to have a day for the kids attending 
their summer camp at the field. They 
would like to do this one day from July 
10th to the 14th. After some discussion 
members showed a lack of support and 
voted not to support this event for 2017. 
 
Tim Lovett has plans for a .60 size Long 
John. He requested an announcement be 
placed in the newsletter to see if there is 
any interest. 
 
Model Of The Month 
Dave Ek presented his “Super Clown” 
indoor control line model powered by a 
20 amp electric motor. It uses a 20 foot 
mono-filament line. It was given to him 
by Bob Wilder at the Boys Ranch. 
Lewie Moore presented a .40 size Long 
John he rebuilt that belonged to Gene 
Kingsley. Lewie plans to auction it at the 
field next year. 
Dave Ek won the model of the month 
prize. 
Lewie Moore held a drawing for a electric 
fuel pump and a 20cc size engine mount. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Frank Rowell, Secretary 
 
 

 
Figure Eight 

 
The model approaches in straight and 
level flight on a line parallel to the 
spectators, then a 90-degree turn is 
made in a direction away from the 
spectators, followed by a 360-degree turn 
in the opposite direction, followed by a 
270-degree turn in the first direction, 
completing the maneuver directly over 
the center of the landing circle on the 
original approach line. The intersection 
(midpoint) of the maneuver shall be on a 
line which is at a right angle to the 
direction of entry and passes through the 
center of the landing circle. 

Errors:  
Entry not made parallel with spectator 
line. Rate of turn not constant in any half 
circle. Model does not maintain constant 
altitude. Model does not complete 270-
degree turn at point where first 90-
degree turn was started. Finish not on 
the same heading as entry. Model does 
not begin and end in level flight.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Fly-Past 
The model shall fly straight along a path 
parallel to the runway that is over the far 
edge, the edge away from the spectators, 
at an altitude of between 10 and 20 feet. 
The model shall be flown at the fly-past 
altitude for at least five (5) seconds. The 
midpoint of the maneuver should be 
opposite the judges. If a very wide 
runway is used, such as may be the case 
at an airport or military air base, the CD 
may specify a path other than the far 
edge of the runway (e.g., center line) 
over which the maneuver shall be flown.  

Errors: 
Straight and level flight at a constant 
altitude is not maintained during the 
minimum time required for the maneuver. 
Note: Allowance should be made for 
slower types of light aircraft which should 
not be downgraded for slight corrections 
in gusty wind conditions. Altitude is not 
between 10 and 20 feet. The maneuver is 
offset to the right or left of the judges.  
 

Landing 
 

The landing maneuver begins either when 
the model commences to flare at the end 
of a traffic pattern or, if no traffic pattern 
is performed, when the model is at 
altitude of about 10 feet. There shall be 
no requirement to touch down in a 
marked circle, but for maximum points, 
the model should land approximately 
opposite the judges. An aircraft with 
conventional gear (i.e., with tail wheel) 
may make a three-point landing or may 
touch the main wheels first and gently 
lower the tail wheel as the speed 
decreases. An aircraft with a tricycle gear 
should land on the main gear first and 
gently lower the nose wheel during the 
roll out. Due to the non-scale shortness of 
many landing strips used for contests, it is 
not always possible for the model to 
come to a complete stop before it runs 
out of prepared strip. In all cases the 
landing maneuver is complete before the 
end of the prepared surface. Nose-overs 
caused by entry into unprepared ground 
are to be disregarded; quality and control 
of the landing forming the judging 
criteria. For this waiver to be effected, the 
model must make initial contact in the 
first half of the prepared strip. Emergency 
landing may be called by the contestant 
or his helper when a true emergency 
occurs during flight. A score will be 
awarded on the survivability of the 
aircraft and pilot. A perfect emergency 
landing can earn a score of ten (10). If 
the model lands on its back, zero (0) 
points will be awarded.  

Errors: 
 Model does not flare or does not flare 
smoothly (gallops in pitch axis). Model 
bounces at touchdown. Model noticeably 
drops a wing during landing. Model 
touches a wingtip on the runway. Tricycle 
gear model does not touch its main 
wheels first. Model runs erratically after 
touchdown. Model collapses a gear leg on 
landing. Note: If a model runs 
uncontrollably over the foul line after the 
touchdown a zero (0) landing score 
should be given.  
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Need Food Drive—November 2016 

As the Greater Southwest 
Aeromodelers have done in the last 
few years, we gathered on Saturday 
November 5 to gather food to 
support the NEED pantry.   As usual, 
our club came together to support 
the local community and came 
together with a super contribution to 
the  needs in our area. 
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GSWAM Annual Party—November 2016 
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Vice President Lewie Moore presented “Spirit of GSWAM Awards to Joel, Bob and Dave, 
And here are the big winners of the drawings. 

And finally, a visit from Carnac the Magnificent?! 
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Toys For Tots 
 

Merry Christmas to all the members of GSWAM.  Remember, 
Christmas means it is time for Toys For Tots, where we support the 
Marine Corps Reserve in collecting toys for needy children.  Our 
Fly-In this year will be on Saturday, 3 December from 0800 to 
1500 at the GSWAM Field. 
As always, the landing fee will be toy donations.  Please bring as 
many new unwrapped toys as you can so that we can meet or 
exceed last year’s donations.  Even if you don’t plan to bring a 
plane and fly, please bring your toy donations, visit with the 
Marines and enjoy our free lunch prepared by Jim Keller and his 
crew. 
We want to fly all types of aircraft that represent a good cross 
section of our hobby.  We would also appreciate demo flights 
during the lunch period.  Remember, toys will be collected and 
lunch will be served even if the weather is not good for flying. 
As we have been doing for several years, a check to Toys For Tots 
from Massey McDonald’s will be presented to the Marines by club 
officers.  This check represents a portion of the money spent for 
food at our meetings, so be sure to turn in your receipt at the 
counter. 
Looking forward to a great time at the field. 
Chuck Rovell for Walt Fisher 
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Euless #2182 
105 Airport Fwy 

Euless, TX  76040 

Harwood #6598 
3350 Harwood Rd. 
Bedford, TX  76021 

Precinct Line #25720 
769 Airport Fwy. 
Hurst, TX  76053 

Centre Port #34234 
14100 Centre Station Dr. 

Fort Worth, TX  76155 

Massey McDonald’s 
Is proud to support 

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 
 

Please visit us at one of the following locations: 

Central #10230 
2100 Central Park Blvd. 

Bedford, TX  76022 

Handly Ederville #10145 
7305 Airport Fwy 

Richland Hills, TX 76118 

Our Meeting Place—> 


