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AMA Gold
Leader Club
The Greater Southwest Aero Modelers, Inc. is
a nonprofit organization. Membership is
nondiscriminatory and open to anyone who
agrees to abide by Club By-Laws. A
condition of membership for insurance
purposes is current affiliation with the
Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA). Our
flying field is located at 6903 Randol Mill
Road, 1/4 mile east of exit 26 off of Loop 820
at N 32°46.895’ W 97° 12.361’. Visitors are
welcome whenever the gate is unlocked.
Free flight training instruction is available to
members from 6:00 PM to dusk on Monday
and Wednesday while Daylight Savings Time
is in effect. Regular Club meetings are held
on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30
PM at the McDonalds Restaurant, 769 Airport Freeway, Hurst TX 76053. The
McDonalds is on the south access road just
east of Precinct Line Road.

Next Meeting:
February 21 2017
7:30pm

McDonalds
769 Airport Fwy
Hurst, TX 76053
Note Date Change!

President’s Notes
First, a couple of Thank Yous. Kudos to
Lee Rice for welding some security steel
reinforcement plates to our storage shed.
And a year’s worth of gratitude goes to
Herb Koven for managing treasurer duties and more. Gracias to Dan Webster
for donating planes and equipment to the
club.
One more time: if you didn’t receive a
new gate key when you renewed membership, they are available at Roy’s or
from a club officer. Gate lock changed
February 1. If you haven’t renewed, just
do it. You never know when that perfect
flying day will arrive and you want to be
ready to go.
As you know, this time of year brings
periodic, heavy rains causing standing
water and very soft ground conditions. At
the risk of being repetitive, if the runway
is soft, wet, with standing water, etc.,
please refrain. Footprints and ruts are
difficult to repair and become semipermanent when it dries. Maybe we can
hand launch foamies and fly over the
cross runway/helicopter area. The heli
area was recently mowed.
If you know of a scout troop or other
youth group that might be interested in
participating in our TAG event, please
inform one of the officers. Be advised
that you can submit articles and pictures
to this Tail Spinner as well as posting
items on the web site. This is your club;
get involved.
See you at the field.

Darrell Abby, President

692-7380
553-2806
265-2471
939-6131
455-0922

Want to be a better scale
pilot? Here’s what the AMA
rule book says about
optional maneuvers
Following is a list of commonly seen flight
maneuvers which, together with the
itemized Scale Operations in section 4.1,
should be given first consideration for the
selection of the options in the flight path
demonstration. A contestant is not,
however, limited to the maneuvers in this
list and may select any maneuver of his
own choosing. A contestant may also
deviate from the descriptions of the
maneuvers in the following list if the
prototype
aircraft
performed
the
maneuver in a different manner. In either
of these cases, the contestant should be
prepared, if asked, to supply appropriate
documentation to the Contest Director or
the CD’s designee that shows how the full
-scale aircraft performed the maneuver.
Additional fly-past maneuvers, such as a
“fast fly-past’’ or “slow flypast,’’ are
discouraged because of their similarity to
the mandatory flypast (4.2.4) unless the
speed, either very fast or very slow, was
a remarkable feature of the prototype
aircraft and the contestant wishes to
demonstrate that it is also a feature of
the model.

Taxi

The model shall taxi in accordance with
the sketch below to the starting point for
the takeoff. a. Models with two-wheel
landing gear and tail skid or unsteerable
tail wheel, or other gear configurations
not allowing steering will taxi forward into
the wind a distance of at least 50 feet,
slow down to a near stop or stop, and
then become airborne in a realistic
manner. b. Models with two-wheel
landing gear and steerable tail wheel will
taxi forward into the wind, or downwind if
the contestant prefers, a distance of at
least 50 feet, using “S’’ turn visibility
taxiing procedure, slow down to a near
stop or stop (depending on whether the
(Continued on page 3)

Tail Spinner Submissions
Items for the Tail Spinner are due by the
25th of the month. Remember that ads
are free to members. Send them to:
Roy Baker
(817) 545-4031
(817) 455-0922 (cell)
(e-mail) reb2ntx@verizon.net

Sat after Work Day – 09:00 every SatMeeting urday following the monthly
meeting
April 29 TAG (Take-Off and Grow)
May ?? Warbirds Over Lake
Benbrook
May 20 Biplane Fun Fly (S)
Jun 3
US Scalemaster Qualifier (S)
Jun 10- Warbirds over Frisco
11
Jul 1
Independence Day Fun Fly
Sep 12
Big Bird
Oct 14
All-Scale Fly-In
Nov 4
NEED Food Drive & FunFly
Nov 4
Control Line Event
Nov 5
Annual party –Location TBD
Dec 2
Toys for Tots (may move to
earlier date)
TBD
GSWA Float Fly
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GSW Officers
Mike Kopf??
FW Thunderbirds

Darrell Abby
Lawrence Harville
NDRCC
Chuck Rovell
TBD
Barry Ponder
Chuck Rovell
Stephen Jeansonne
GSW Officers
Chuck Rovell
& ??
TBD

Anyone can be an event
coordinator.
New type events are
welcome with club approval.
Fun-fly’s are totally
informal—volunteer and
coordinate with me;
Any date including a
Sunday.
(S) Indicates AMA
sanctioned event.
Jimmy Stanford,
Event Coordinator
(202) 725-5565 or
rescuejim@yahoo.com

January Secretary’s
Report
The January business meeting was called
to order by President Darrell Abby on
January 10 at the McDonald's Restaurant
Precinct
Line
#25270-769
Airport
Freeway, Hurst, TX 76053
Business Meeting Minutes
The November 2016 meeting minutes
were approved as written by attending
members by a show of hands.
New Members/Visitors
Mike Mizelle has returned to the club. He
flies control line aircraft.
Treasurer's Report
Treasurer Bob McDuff reported the club is
in good financial condition. All bills are
paid. The club has two checking accounts.
One at Colonial Bank and a newly opened
one at Chase Bank. We're closing the
Colonial account because Chase is more
conveniently located.
Field Report
Vice-President Lewie Moore stated that
Tru-Green has treated the field for weeds
and fire ants. Some weeds remain and
they will retreat them. A work day is
tentatively scheduled for next month
weather permitting. New gate keys are
available at Roy's and Lew also has some.
Member Comments
Chuck Rovell reported that 477 toys were
collected for the Toys for Tots event. The
weather was miserable. In lieu of a
hamburger lunch, Jim Kellor provided a
variety of pizza for the brave.
Chuck said the Walt Fisher is not feeling
well physically. The club voted to make
Walt a member emeritus.
Herb Koven told us that Jim Whitworth
was in the hospital in Fort Worth for a
throat condition and was not doing well.
Jim would like to hear from members by
email but not to visit him.
Upcoming Events
Jimmy Stanford, event coordinator
reported on the 2017 event schedule.
TAG; April 29; Mike Kopf CD
Bi-plane fun fly event; May 20
Scale Masters qualifying event; June 3
Lawrence Harville CD
War Birds over Frisco (In Frisco) June 10
& 11
July 4 fly-in and lunch; Saturday July 1 .
Chuck Rovell CD
Big Bird; September 9; Coordinator
needed
All-Scale Fly-in; October 14 Barry Ponder
CD
Food Drive and Control Line Event;
November 4 Chuck Rovell and Stephen
Jeansonne CDs
Annual Party; November 5 Lewie Moore
CD
Toys For Tots; December 2 Chuck Rovell
CD (This may be scheduled earlier)
Instructor's Report
Instructor
coordinator

Bob

McDuff
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reported that the club has trainer aircraft
and radios available.
The club will be applying for a TAG cash
grant from the AMA for the purpose of
providing training equipment.
Old Business
Membership cards are to be displayed on
your person or transmitter when flying.
A motion to make Walt Fisher a member
emeritus was made by Chuck Rovell and
seconded by Jimmy Stanford. The motion
was unanimously carried.
New Business
The club officers would like to thank
Treasurer Herb Koven for his service. He
has done a lot of work in getting the club
incorporated and in applying for not for
profit and tax exempt status.
Jimmy Stanford reminded the members
that the safety rules must be read to the
members during a business meeting. This
will be done at the next meeting in
February.
Dave Cooke stated that a rule needs to be
written to warn members not to arm
electric powered aircraft in the shelter or
pit area. They also need to be disarmed
before leaving the flight area.
Steve Rogers started a discussion about
quad fliers becoming an ever larger
group. He is concerned they will join
model aircraft clubs and take over. This
would mean the loss of a flying area
runway for fixed wing fliers. Model
airplane clubs need to be aware and
come up with the means to control quad
fliers so both are accommodated. Herb
Koven also made a suggestion that
designated areas for flying the different
types of aircraft (such as at GSW) need to
be assigned. This discussion needs to
continue so that a solution can be put in
place to the agreement of all involved.
The asphalt plant (our neighbor to the
east) has applied for the operation of a
concrete batch plant. Darrell Abby turned
in a petition stating the club is neutral in
its position.
Dan Webster has donated three planes
and some equipment for club use.
GSW was acknowledged in Model Aviation
for its donation to Ronald McDonald
House.
Model Airplane News featured Lane
Crabtree and his plane in a recent article.
Model Of The Month
Winner of the event, Dave Cooke
presented his DR-1 Tri-plane. It is
powered with a 2 cell 600Mah battery. It
was assembled from a kit and is made of
an unbreakable type of foam. It is easily
repaired with adhesive.
Dave also won the ticket raffle.
Respectfully submitted
Frank Rowell, Secretary

(Continued from page 1)

prototype was equipped with brakes) and
then become airborne in a realistic
manner. c. Models with steerable tricycle
landing gear will taxi downwind at least
50 feet, stop, turn at least 120 degrees
into the wind and become airborne in a
realistic manner. After landing, the model
shall perform a taxi maneuver as follows:
d. After landing, model shall perform a
taxi maneuver as follows: 1. After
landing, model will slow to a near stop or
stop and then taxi forward in a realistic
manner for a distance of at least 50 feet
(see 4.3.1 (a)). 2. After landing, model
shall return in a realistic manner to the
starting area and stop (see 4.3.1 (b and
c)).
Errors:
Model does not stand still unassisted
before commencing to taxi. Model does
not follow the prescribed course. Model
does not halt before taking off if
prototype had brakes. Model taxis too
fast. Model does not taxi in the manner
of the prototype.

Straight Flight Out

If this maneuver is chosen as an option,
it must be followed by a Procedure Turn
(4.3.3) and a Straight Flight Back (4.3.4).
The model must be brought exactly over
the center of the runway and/or center of
the landing circle and flown in an
absolutely straight path parallel to the
flight line for a distance of approximately
300 feet before starting the Procedure
Turn (distance does not have to be
accurate; pilot will determine completion
of 300 feet).
Errors:
Model does not fly over center of runway
and/or landing circle. Plane deviates to
the left or right. Does not hold a constant
altitude. Gallops in elevation.

Procedure Turn

After the straight flight, the model must
turn exactly 90 degrees to the left or
right, whichever will take the plane away
from the spectator line (direction to be
specified by the CD), then exactly 270
degrees to the right (or left) and cross
over the point where the first turn
commenced.
Errors:
Left turn not 90 degrees. Right turn not
270 degrees. Changes in altitude during
turn. Turns not smooth and circular. Does
not head back over exact outgoing path.
Note: If a contestant wishes to perform
this maneuver without preceding it with a
Straight Flight Out, it should commence
as the model, heading on a line parallel
to the runway, begins the 90 degrees
turn at a point immediately opposite the
judges or over the center of the landing
circle (if used)

Straight Flight Back

If this maneuver is chosen as an option,
it must be preceded by a Straight Flight
Out and a Procedure Turn (4.3.2 and
4.3.3). The model should fly back toward
the circle along the same line as the
(Continued on page 4)

(Continued from page 3)

outgoing path and pass exactly over the
circle. If no circle is used the maneuver
should terminate when the model passes
in front of the judges on a path over the
center of the runway.
Errors:
Turns or wiggles during straight flight.
Change in altitude. Gallops in pitch, yaw
or roll. Flight not along original path.
Does not pass over the circle (or center
of runway immediately in front of
judges).

Inside Loop

From straight flight, the model pulls up
into a smooth round loop and resumes
straight and level flight on the same
heading as the entry. The throttle should
be cut back at the top of the loop and
opened when normal flight is resumed. A
light aircraft type would be expected to
execute a shallow dive at full throttle in
order to pick up speed before
commencing the loop.
Errors:
Wings are not level throughout the
maneuver. Loop is not round or is
executed endwise. Throttle is not cut
back at the top of the loop and opened
when normal flight is resumed. Model of
light aircraft type does not execute
shallow dive to pick up speed before
commencing the loop.

Outside Loop

Starting in level flight, the model noses
down to perform a smooth round outside
loop which is completed when the model
regains its starting altitude and exits in
level flight on the same heading as the
entry. The throttle should be closed at
the beginning of the maneuver and
should be opened after completion of the
first half of the loop when the model is
inverted and is at a point closest to the
ground.
Errors:
Maneuver does not begin and end in level
flight. Exit altitude is not the same as
entry altitude. Model does not begin and
end on the same heading. Loop is not
round. Wings do not remain level during
maneuver. Throttle not closed during first
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half of maneuver.

Immelmann Turn

From a straight and level flight, the
model performs the first half of a loop
and when inverted performs a half roll
and resumes straight and level flight on
the opposite heading. Light aircraft types
would be expected to commence the
maneuver by executing a shallow dive at
full throttle in order to pick up the
necessary speed.
Errors:
Wings are not level during half loop.
Model does not resume straight and level
flight on the correct heading.

Stall Turn

Split-S (Reversal)

From a straight flight, the model
performs a half roll and when inverted
performs the second half of a loop and
resumes straight and level flight on a
heading opposite that of the entry. The
throttle should be closed at the inverted
position and opened when normal flight is
resumed.
Errors:
Model changes heading during half roll.
Wings are not level during half loop.
Throttle is not used. Model does not exit
from maneuver on the exact opposite
heading to entry.

Roll

The model starts in level flight, noses up
to the near vertical attitude, at which
point the throttle is closed and the model
yaws through 180 degrees, then dives
and finally recovers straight and level
flight on a heading in the opposite
direction to the entry. The contestant
should specify whether the turn shall be
to the left or right.
Errors:
Model does not assume the correct
attitude. Throttle is not closed. Model
turns in wrong direction. Model does not
exit from the maneuver on the correct
heading.

From straight and level flight, the model
rolls at a constant rate through one (1)
complete rotation and resumes straight
and level flight on the same heading.
Light aircraft types would be expected to
execute a shallow dive at full throttle
before the maneuver. The contestant
should nominate what type of roll he will
perform, i.e., Axial, Slow, Barrel, Snap or
Hesitation.
Errors:
Rate of roll is not constant. Deviation in
heading during and after the roll. Loss or
gain in height.

Wingover

Model begins in level flight and as the
nose is pulled up to the point where the
wing will stall, rudder is applied to roll the
model in the desired direction. The nose
of the model should break the line of
flight in a direction towards the pilot’s
cockpit, indicating that a stall has
occurred. While most models will roll
faster in a snap roll than in an aileroninduced roll, roll rate should not be a
factor in judging. The roll should stop
precisely when the model is again upright
and the maneuver should be completed
in straight and level flight. Snap rolls may
be performed vertically or on a 45 degree
climbing or diving flight path, but such
maneuvers should always begin and end
in straight and level flight.

Model starts in level flight and noses up
to a near vertical attitude at which time it
is flown through a 180 degrees arc using
rudder to end up on a near vertical dive.
Throttle should be closed at this point
and the model pulls out of the dive at the
same altitude as the entry and on a
parallel path, but on a 180 degrees
opposite heading.
Errors:
Model not level at start. Model rolls left or
right during pull up. Model tucks under a
wing during 180 degrees turn. Throttle
not closed during dive. Return path not
parallel to entry. Recovery not at same
altitude as entry. Model does not fly
straight and level to complete the
maneuver.

Snap Roll–Inside

(Continued on page 5)

Scale Contest Flying—Optional Maneuvers
Errors:
Model does not begin and end in straight
and level flight. Wing does not stall
during roll. Roll is not terminated
precisely after 360-degree rotation. Model
does not exit from the maneuver on the
same heading as the entry.

Snap Roll–Outside

This maneuver should be performed in a
similar manner to the inside snap roll
except that, as the break occurs, the
nose of the model moves away from the
direction of the pilot’s cockpit indicating
that a stall was induced by the
application of down elevator control.
Errors:
Same as inside snap roll.

Barrel Roll

There are three (3) types of barrel roll:
Air Force, Navy, and civil aviation type.
Since this maneuver is most likely to be
performed by a model of a civilian
aircraft, only the civil aviation barrel roll is
described. The model should begin with a
shallow dive to pick up speed, the nose
should then pull up and the model begins
what appears to be a climbing turn.
Continued application of ailerons in the
turn will roll the model which, when
inverted, may be as much as 90 degrees
off its original heading. No down elevator
is applied in the inverted position so the
nose will fall as both turn and roll
continue till the model returns to the
upright position at the same altitude and
on the same heading as the entry. The
barrel roll orbit should be big and fat like
a beer barrel.
Errors:
Roll rate is not constant. Model does not
finish maneuver on same heading and/or
altitude as entry. Maneuver is not
centered in front of the judges.

One (1) Lap Pylon or Speed
Run Demonstration

Models performing this maneuver must
be model of pylon racers or long distance
race aircraft. Models of aircraft which
raced over a closed course (pylon racers)
shall perform one (1) lap of a simulated
triangular race course. One (1) leg of this
shall be parallel to the runway. Models of
long distance race aircraft may make a
single high speed pass parallel to the
runway (at a distance consistent with
safety considerations).
Errors:
Model does not fly straight and level
during the designated straight legs of the
maneuver. Model does not make a pass
parallel to the runway. Models of pylon
racers do not perform turns in the
manner of race aircraft (model yaws
noticeably when banked, model gains or
loses excessive altitude in turns).

Spin

The number of turns to be performed
shall be noted on the judges’ score
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sheets. The contestant may choose any
whole number. The contestant may
choose any whole number. The entry
shall be from straight and level flight
parallel to the runway. Power shall be
reduced and the model should remain on
heading in a slightly nose high attitude
until it stalls and commences to spin. The
model should auto-rotate through the
prescribed number of turns and recover
on the same heading at a lower altitude.
The rate at which the model rotates in
the spin will depend on its size and type
but judges should be alert to observe
models which are performing a spiral dive
rather than a true spin.
Errors:
Entry not from level flight parallel to
runway. Does not perform the prescribed
number of turns. If the number of turns
performed is greater or less than the
prescribed number by more than one (1)
complete turn, a zero (0) score should be
given. Does not recover on same heading
as entry. Wings not level during recovery.
A spiral dive rather than a true spin shall
be scored zero (0).

Cuban Eight

The model pulls up into an inside loop
and after completing half the loop, heads
inverted downwards at 45 degrees, does
a half roll followed by another half inside
loop to the inverted downwards 45
degrees heading, does another half roll
and pulls out into straight flight at the
same altitude as then entry and on the
same heading. A light aircraft type would
be expected to execute a shallow dive at
full throttle in order to pick up speed
before commencing the maneuver.
Throttle should be closed at the top of
each loop and reopened during each
descent.
Errors:
Maneuver is not performed in a constant
vertical plane or is executed endwise.
Loops are of unequal diameter. Half rolls
are not executed at the correct point in
the maneuver. Model does not exit from
the maneuver at the same height as
entry.

Touch-and-Go

This maneuver shall count as two (2)
options. After a smooth and gradual
descent on a straight line path into the
wind, the model aircraft then lands and
takes off again into the wind without
coming to a halt. The main wheels must
roll on the ground for a minimum of 15 ft.
Flaps will be used if applicable.
Conventional gear models with a tail
wheel or skid do not have to touch the
tail wheel or skid. Models with a nose
gear should touch all gear onto the
ground.
Errors:
Approach during landing is too steep.
Violent changes in pitch, yew or roll
during approach or climb out. Model
bounces on landing. Model fails to stay
on ground for 15 ft. changes in heading
during the take off run, verses landing
approach. Both main wheels must roll on
the ground for 15 ft.

Overshoot

The model makes a landing approach at
low throttle to below 10 feet altitude
without touching down, followed by a
climb out at full throttle to resume level
flight. Model should commence by flying
a final crosswind leg followed by a turn
onto a normal landing approach at low
throttle, using flaps if applicable, until it
reaches a point over the center of the
runway at a point immediately opposite
the judges at a height of 10 feet or less.
At this point full throttle is applied, and
the model climbs straight ahead to
resume level flight.
Errors:
Model does not commence maneuver
with the correct landing approach. Model
must be descending until full throttle is
applied, and particular attention should
be paid to the timing and altitude when
throttle is opened. Model does not use
flaps (if applicable). Model does not climb
away smoothly. Landing gear is not
retracted on climb out (if applicable).

To Be Continued

JT’s Hobby
8808 Camp Bowie
Ft Worth, TX 76116
jtshobbyrcworld.com
10% discount with GSW member card
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Massey McDonald’s
Is proud to support
Greater Southwest Aero Modelers
Please visit us at one of the following locations:

Euless #2182
105 Airport Fwy
Euless, TX 76040

Our Meeting Place—>

Harwood #6598
3350 Harwood Rd.
Bedford, TX 76021

Precinct Line #25720
769 Airport Fwy.
Hurst, TX 76053

Central #10230
2100 Central Park Blvd.
Bedford, TX 76022

February 2017 Tail Spinner Page 6

Handly Ederville #10145
7305 Airport Fwy
Richland Hills, TX 76118

Centre Port #34234
14100 Centre Station Dr.
Fort Worth, TX 76155

