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AMA Gold
Leader Club
The Greater Southwest Aero Modelers, Inc. is
a nonprofit organization. Membership is
nondiscriminatory and open to anyone who
agrees to abide by Club By-Laws. A
condition of membership for insurance
purposes is current affiliation with the
Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA). Our
flying field is located at 6903 Randol Mill
Road, 1/4 mile east of exit 26 off of Loop 820
at N 32°46.895’ W 97° 12.361’. Visitors are
welcome whenever the gate is unlocked.
Free flight training instruction is available to
members from 6:00 PM to dusk on Monday
and Wednesday while Daylight Savings Time
is in effect. Regular Club meetings are held
on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30
PM at the McDonalds Restaurant, 769 Airport Freeway, Hurst TX 76053. The
McDonalds is on the south access road just
east of Precinct Line Road.

Next Meeting:
March 14 2017
7:30pm

McDonalds
769 Airport Fwy
Hurst, TX 76053

President’s Notes
We are all saddened at the passing of
long-time club member Jim Whitworth.
He contributed much to the club over the
years and was a master builder in his
own right. A hearty salute to one of the
good guys.
The quadcopter boys have designed and
mowed a quad/FPV course down the hill,
through the woods, across the river, and
back. OK, toward the river. It is ready for
business. Take a look at it and try it out.
The pilot station is a flagged area north
of the helicopter field. More work and
maintenance issues remain for the future.
Thank you to Sonny Coleman, Tanner
Kirkpatrick, and Ed Couch as well as others.
Added to the spring schedule is a Saturday Fun Fly on March 11. We might get
lucky with the weather—who knows. I
will host this starting at 9 am. Come fly
some fun events with us. I will also be
giving an ‘RC Scale’ seminar at 0945 at
the WAMS swap meet (Weatherford) on
March 18. Once again GSW would like to
recognize McMassey McDonalds for their
continuing support of our club.
No one has come forward with a scout
troop or youth group for our TAG event.
If you have any ideas on this please talk
to one of the officers.
In the realm of actually flying, it seems
that we have averaged about 1.6855
good flying day per week. (I keep good
records). The wind, rain, and cold are still
grounding us. However, there are some
hardier guys than me. Maybe we need
someone to re-initiate the “Hardy Boy”
stickers. (Ask one of the older members).
As the flying season gets busy, please be
a considerate parker. Don’t block the
walkways; park on the front line only if
you have an airplane to unload; don’t
take up 2 parks; use common sense. And
finally, if you forget your club card or
AMA card when renewing membership at
Roy’s, please don’t take it out on the
store employee.
See you at the field.

Darrell Abby, President

692-7380
553-2806
265-2471
939-6131
455-0922

Want to be a better scale
pilot? Here’s what the AMA
rule book says about
optional maneuvers
Sideslip
The model maintains the same heading
while dropping first one wing and then
the other while yawing at least 20
degrees in each direction. The transition
from left to right slip should be smooth. If
performed on landing approach, a sideslip
in one (1) direction only is required and a
marked loss of altitude should be
apparent.
Errors:
Model changes its heading as each slip is
performed. Yaw is less than 20 degrees.
When performed during the landing
approach, no loss in altitude is apparent.
Maneuver is not performed smoothly.
Flight in a Triangular Circuit
This maneuver may only be selected for
non-aerobatic
aircraft.
The
model
approaches upwind (parallel to the flight
line) in a straight and level flight to a
point above the center of the circle (if
used) or opposite the judges, and turns
away from the flight line (say left)
through 60 degrees and flies straight and
level for approximately 300 feet, turns left
through 120 degrees and flies a further
300 feet, again turns left through 120
degrees and flies a further 300 feet to a
position over the circle center (the
starting point) which completes an
equilateral triangle. The model then
leaves the maneuver through a final left
turn through 60 degrees and resumes
straight and level flight on the same
heading as the entry. Note that the
direction of the turn will be reversed for
wind in the opposite direction.
Errors:
Maneuver is not commenced and
terminated at the correct point. Model
(Continued on page 5)

Tail Spinner Submissions
Items for the Tail Spinner are due by the
25th of the month. Remember that ads
are free to members. Send them to:
Roy Baker
(817) 545-4031
(817) 455-0922 (cell)
(e-mail) reb2ntx@verizon.net

Sat after Work Day – 09:00 every SatMeeting urday following the monthly
meeting
April 29 TAG (Take-Off and Grow)
May ?? Warbirds Over Lake
Benbrook
May 20 Biplane Fun Fly (S)
Jun 3
US Scalemaster Qualifier (S)
Jun 10- Warbirds over Frisco
11
Jul 1
Independence Day Fun Fly
Sep 12
Big Bird
Oct 14
All-Scale Fly-In
Nov 4
NEED Food Drive & FunFly
Nov 4
Control Line Event
Nov 5
Annual party –Location TBD
Dec 2
Toys for Tots (may move to
earlier date)
TBD
GSWA Float Fly
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GSW Officers

Anyone can be an event
coordinator.

Mike Kopf??
FW Thunderbirds

New type events are
welcome with club approval.

Darrell Abby
Lawrence Harville
NDRCC

Fun-fly’s are totally
informal—volunteer and
coordinate with me;
Any date including a
Sunday.

Chuck Rovell
TBD
Barry Ponder
Chuck Rovell

Stephen Jeansonne
GSW Officers
Chuck Rovell
& ??
TBD

(S) Indicates AMA
sanctioned event.
Jimmy Stanford,
Event Coordinator
(202) 725-5565 or
rescuejim@yahoo.com

February Secretary’s
Report
The February business meeting was called
to order by Vice-President Lewie Moore
on February 21,7:30PM at the McDonald's
Restaurant Precinct Line #25270-769
Airport Freeway, Hurst, TX 76053
Business Meeting Minutes
The January 2017 meeting minutes were
approved as written by attending
members by a show of hands.
New Members/Visitors
Lyle Eckley is returning to the hobby after
moving to the area.
Don Friday is a returning member.
Treasurer's Report
Treasurer Bob McDuff reported with
renewal dues received, the club is in good
financial condition. All bills are paid.
Field Report
Vice-President Lewie Moore reported the
grass at the field is greening up. Due to
recent rains the field and runway are soft.
Please use your best judgment in flying
heavy aircraft. The sump pump is
operating well and has quickly removed
standing water.
Lewie also announced that Jim Whitworth
has passed away.
Events
Events coordinator Jimmy Stanford
reported on the event schedule.
March 11; See below
TAG; April 29; Mike Kopf CD Mike stated
that he will invite a scout group and
requested that anyone, knowing a 12
year or older kid, invite him to the event.
Bi-plane fun fly event; May 20
Scale Masters qualifying event; June 3
Lawrence Harville CD
War Birds over Frisco (In Frisco) June 10
& 11
July 4 fly-in and lunch; Saturday July 1 .
Chuck Rovell CD
Big Bird; September 9; Coordinator
needed
All-Scale Fly-in; October 14 Barry Ponder
CD
Food Drive and Control Line Event;
November 4 Chuck Rovell and Stephen
Jeansonne CDs
Annual Party; November 5 Lewie Moore
CD
Toys For Tots; December 2 Chuck Rovell
CD (This may be scheduled earlier)
We would like to schedule a float fly at
the new pond. The use has not yet been
finalized with the property owner.
On March 11 Darrell Abby will CD a fun
fly. (Members in attendance were
enthusiastic.)
Jimmy read the safety rules to the
members as required by AMA rules.
He emphasized the rules for FPV flight
and the dedicated taxiways. He also
stated that night flying is prohibited.
Bob McDuff proposed a new rule that the
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arming of electric powered aircraft should
not be done on the tables in the shelter.
Old Business
Herb Koven announced that we received
not for profit organization approval from
the IRS. The next step is to apply to the
state for sales tax exemption.
Jimmy Stanford announced that the
safety rules will be included in the
newsletter.
The appointed officer positions were
announced by Vice-President Lewie
Moore. They are; Safety Officer Jimmy
Stanford. Field Marshall Barry Ponder.
Lewie Moore stated that everyone is
responsible for observance of the safety
rules. Everyone is required to display their
club membership card on their person.
New Business
Discussion by Mike Kopf suggested that
free memberships be given to Al and Jim
at Roy's Hobbies. Herb Koven objected
and stated that the club members and the
store mutually benefit each other.
The newsletter will be posted on the
bulletin board at Roy's. Bob McDuff will
take care of this.
New reel type mowers are required to
replace the badly worn mowers. Repair
cost is prohibitive. A motion by Bob
McDuff was made to purchase 5 new
mowers. It was carried unanimously.
Frank Rowell announced that a meeting
with our neighbor to the east, JLB
Contracting (the asphalt plant) was held
with the President Sam Davis. JLB is
requesting permission to oberate a
cement batch plant. The club's concern is
that traffic would increase on Randol Mill
Road. Mr. Davis stated that they will
produce a small amount of concrete and
the traffic increase will be unnoticeable.
Frank also announced that there is a new
Care Now, urgent care facility at I-30 and

Eastchase Ave. This could be an
alternative to the emergency room at
North Hills Hospital. Caution should be
taken as some of the physicians at the
Care Now facility may not be in some
insurance networks. Information and
directions will be posted on the field
bulletin board.
Chuck Rovell presented a plaque to
McDonald's manager Mary Santos for their
contribution to the toy drive.
Model of The Month
Mike Kopf presented his Great Planes
profile foam fun flyer.
David Hill presented his Tower Hobby F-6
Hell Cat foam park flyer.
David won the model of the month.
Drawing
Herb Koven won the ticket drawing.
Respectfully submitted

Frank Rowell, Secretary

GSWAM Work Day
Posts
Got
Lowered
So Rain
Could
Drain

New
Bumpers
Got
Wrestled
In
Place

New
Yellow
Paint
Marked
the Place
to
Park
And the
Hardy
Rest of
the Crew
Stayed
Warm
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Scale Contest Flying—Optional Maneuvers
changes altitude during maneuver. Legs
are noticeably too long or too short. Legs
are not straight. Correction for wind drift
is not properly made. Rate of turn at
corners is not constant.
Flight in a Rectangular Circuit
This maneuver may only be selected for
non-aerobatic
aircraft.
The
model
approaches upwind in a straight and level
flight to a point above the center of the
circle (if used) or opposite the judges,
and continues for approximately 150 feet
at which point it turns away from the
flight line (say left) through 90 degrees,
flies straight and level for approximately
300 feet, turns left through 90 Academy
of
Model
Aeronautics
Competition
Regulations | Radio Control Fixed Wing
Scale 35 degrees, flies a further 150 feet,
turns left through 90 degrees and flies
back towards the flight line for a further
300 feet to end the maneuver over the
circle center (the starting point). A further
left turn, which must be made to avoid
flying over the flight line, is not assessed
as a part of the maneuver. Note: That
the direction of the turns will be reversed
for wind in the opposite direction.
Errors:
Same as for Flight in a Triangular Circuit.
Flight in a Straight Line with One
Engine Throttled
This option is, of course, for multiengine
models only. The model approaches into
the wind in straight and level flight at a
constant altitude with one (1) engine
throttled for a minimum distance of 300
feet, after which the throttled engine is
opened up and the model resumes
normal flight.
Errors:
Model does not maintain straight flight.
Model is unstable. Models lose undue
altitude. Engine is not opened up again
after demonstration.
Traffic Pattern Approach to Landing
The model begins on an upwind heading
directly over the center line of the
runway. After passing in front of the
judges it should continue, straight and
level. For approximately 100 – 200 feet
before making a 90-degree turn away
from the flight line onto the first
crosswind leg. A second 90-degree turn
begins a downwind leg with the model
flying a a constant altitude and again
passing in front of the judges. A third 90degree turn toward the flight line begins
the second crosswind leg during which
the model may begin its descent. A fourth
90-degree turn into the wind should line
the model up with the runway center line,
and straight descending flights should
continue to the point of touchdown. The
maneuver is considered completed when
the model begins to flare prior to landing.
Errors:
Any change in altitude during the first
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crosswind and downwind legs. Deviation
from a straight and level path on any leg.
Excessive use of the throttle during the
final approach. Note: Where applicable,
wheels should be lowered on the
downwind leg and flaps on the second
crosswind leg.
Spot Landing
If the main gear of the model makes its
first contact with the ground within a 100
-foot diameter circle, the judges shall
award points equal to those awarded for
the landing. All judges must agree on
whether or not the model did touch down
within the circle.
Slow Speed Inspection Pass
This maneuver includes the described
transition periods on a common heading
and elevation to enter and exit slow
flight. The model shall transition
smoothly into and out of a high lift and
high drag aerodynamic configuration
using the applicable features of the
aircraft. As a minimum, this maneuver
must include the use of fully deployed
flaps as the model is progressively
brought to its slow flyby speed. This will
be along a straight and level path parallel
and over the far edge of the runway from
the spectators (or as otherwise specified
by the CD), at an elevation of between
20 and 40 feet for a minimum of five (5)
seconds. This slow midpoint period of the
maneuver should be opposite the judges.
The model’s flying speed during the Slow
Speed Inspection Pass should be
remarkably slower than the mandatory fly
-past*, to the extent that the apparent
stall speed has been effectively reduced
by use of flaps and other applicable
features. The model will often require
some low level power to “drag” it through
this high drag period. The model will then
slowly transition out of this high lift and
high drag profile while speed is again
increased. This transition should not
include immediate lifting of flaps prior to
increasing speed, which could otherwise
stall the model. Immediate flap retraction
may be a direct indication to the judges
that the model was not sufficiently
slowed to optimally demonstrate the Slow
Speed Inspection Pass. This high drag
slow maneuver performed along a near
level path requires skill in power
management, judgment of model speed
verses stall, and coordination of all
applicable scale operations to transition
accordingly.
*When
electing
this
maneuver it must immediately follow the
mandatory Fly-Past.
Errors:
A smooth, straight and level flight at a
constant altitude is not provided to
transition into, during, and out of the
Slow Speed Inspection Pass. It is not
stable or on the same heading. Note:
Allowances shall be made for corrections
in gusty wind conditions. Altitude is not
between 20 and 40 feet. The maneuver
is offset to the left or right of the judges.

The 5 second slow speed portion is not
remarkably slower than the mandatory
Fly-Past. All applicable high lift or high
drag features such as flaps and retracts
were not deployed. If flaps were not
deployed, the maneuver will score a zero.
Chandelle
This maneuver is an exaggerated
climbing turn in which the airplane
changes direction through 180 degrees.
The model may begin with a shallow dive
to pick up speed, the nose should pull up
and the model begins a climbing turn
proceeding away from the flight line. The
maximum climb and bank occur at
approximately the midpoint during the
change in direction. The maximum bank
angle may only be 45 to 60 degrees for
nonaerobatic aircraft and up to 90
degrees for fully aerobatic aircraft. Entry
speed should be sufficient to prevent
visible slipping or skidding and maintain
the same turn rate throughout the
maneuver. The degree of bank angle and
rate of climb are constantly changing as
the speed continues to decline through
the maneuver. As the 180 degree point is
reached in the turn where the aircraft is
traveling in the opposite direction from
which it entered, the wings are brought
level for the maneuver completion. At this
time, the aircraft would be flying at
reduced speed compared to entry.
Errors:
The same turn rate is not maintained.
The model slips or skids. The model does
not provide a notable climb rate. The
model does not finish with wings level on
a heading opposite to that entered.
Any Other Flight Maneuver
A contestant may perform any flight
maneuver of his own choice provided that
it is within the capabilities of the
prototype aircraft. Such a maneuver
should be cleared by the Contest Director
prior to flight time and, if necessary, a
short description of the maneuver may be
requested by the CD for use by the flight
judges.
360 Degree Descending Circle at a
constant low throttle setting
Commencing from straight and level
flight, the model aircraft performs a
gentle 360 degree descending circle in a
direction away from the judges at a
constant low throttle setting. The
maneuver terminates at a height between
10 and 20 feet resuming straight and
level flight on the same path.
Errors:
Rate of descent not constant. Descent
too steep. Throttle not constant or low
enough. Circle misshapen. No significant
loss of height. Descent not to a level of
10 or 20 feet. Circle not centered on
judges’ position. Entry and exit paths not
parallel with judge’s line. Too far away or
too close.

Lazy Eight
The model aircraft approaches in straight
and level flight on a line parallel with the
judges’ line. After passing the judges’
position, a smooth climbing turn is
started away from the judges. At the
apex of the turn, the bank should be at
least 60 degrees. The nose of the model
aircraft then lowers and the bank comes
off at the same rate as it went on. The
turn is continued beyond 180 degrees to
cross in front of the judges with wings
level before intercepting and turning on
to the reciprocal of the original approach
track. This completes half of the figure,
which is then repeated in the opposite
direction to give the full symmetrical
maneuver about the judges’ position.
Intercepting the original approach track
parallel with the judges’ line completes
the maneuver. A low powered aircraft
would be expected to execute a shallow
dive at full throttle in order to pick up
speed before starting the maneuver. This
maneuver is essentially two wingovers in
opposite directions and should be capable
of being flown by most aircraft.
Errors:
Entry and exit paths not parallel with
judges’ line. Insufficient climb achieved.
Insufficient bank achieved. Climb and
descent angles not equal throughout
maneuver. Arcs misshapen. Maneuver not
symmetrical about judges’ position. Start
and finish positions not as indicated.
Overall size of maneuver not realistic for
prototype. Model aircraft flight path not
smooth and steady. Too far away/too
close/too high/too low.
Derry Turn
The model approaches at a high speed in
straight and level flight on a parallel line
with the judges’ line. The model then
makes a steep bank (in excess of 60
degrees) one-quarter-circle turn in a
direction away from the judges without
losing height. When centered in front of
the judges, the model makes a half roll in
the same rolling direction as the entry,
again directly followed by a steep onequarter-circle turn in the opposite
direction, and then flies off straight and
level on a line parallel with that of the
entry maneuver.
Errors:
Entry not parallel with judges’ line.
Maneuver not centered in front of judges.
The rolling maneuver in front of judges
not axial on a line directly away from
judges. The roll in center is not in the
same roll direction as the entry to the
maneuver. Any hesitation between the
end of the first quarter turn, the roll and/
or the start of the second turn. Exit not
parallel with entry. Significant height
difference
during
maneuver.
The
maneuver misshapen (as seen as part of
a figure eight). Maneuver is too low or
too high to be easily judged
###
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See and avoid all aircraft and a spotter must be used when appropriate.
Visual Line of Sight (VLOS) is required by the Safety Code (AMA Doc 540-D Supplement to Safety Code).
All FPV flights require an AMA FPV pilot to have an AMA FPV spotter next to him or her maintaining VLOS with the FPV
sUAS throughout its flight (AMA Doc 550).
No Flight Higher than 400 feet AGL
Less than 55lb takeoff weight
Model aircraft pilots will Not operate model aircraft carrying pyrotechnic devices that explode or burn, or any device,
which propels a projectile or drops any object that creates a hazard to persons or property.

All Aircraft Operations
Safety is first. When in doubt act on the side of caution.
Unless it is an emergency, landing in or over flying the pit area, parking lot or westward by any aircraft is prohibited.
Pilots have a responsibility to watch for and to avoid other aircraft. The use of a spotter is encouraged during flight and
during engine startup.
Center taxiway B is for departures only. Taxiways A and C are for arrivals and departures.
Center taxiway B is for departures only. Taxiways A and C are for arrivals and departures.
Special Rules:
No Free Flight
No Rockets
No Turbine Engines
No Night Flying – Per Lease
Helicopters and Drones
Three helicopters may fly at one time.
Helicopters and drones shall be flown north of the helicopter shelter and normally remain west of the north-south
extension of the chain link safety fence. If the fixed wing airspace is not active, helicopters/drones may fly in that
airspace.
When the main runway is not in use, helicopters may fly over it and into its airspace. However, helicopters cannot take
off, hover, or land except in an emergency on the main runway.

Using the below activity calls all pilots must announce their intentions.
They are, in order of priority:
On the field (pilot or plane on the field);
Announce, “clear” after field is clear.
Dead stick (in flight loss of power).
Landing (routine landing).
Touch & Go (practice landing and takeoff).
Takeoff (routine takeoff).
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Massey McDonald’s
Is proud to support
Greater Southwest Aero Modelers
Please visit us at one of the following locations:

Euless #2182
105 Airport Fwy
Euless, TX 76040

Our Meeting Place—>

Harwood #6598
3350 Harwood Rd.
Bedford, TX 76021

Precinct Line #25720
769 Airport Fwy.
Hurst, TX 76053

Central #10230
2100 Central Park Blvd.
Bedford, TX 76022
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Handly Ederville #10145
7305 Airport Fwy
Richland Hills, TX 76118

Centre Port #34234
14100 Centre Station Dr.
Fort Worth, TX 76155

