AMA
Chartered
Club
#1140

September 2017

The Tail Spinner
Greater Southwest Aero Modelers
P.O. Box 1171
Bedford, TX 76095
http://www.flygsw.org

President .....................Darrell Abby ...................... (817)
Vice President(s) .........Lewie Moore ..................... (682)
Secretary .................... Frank Rowell ..................... (817)
Treasurer .....................Bob McDuff ....................... (817)
Newsletter Editor ........Roy Baker ......................... (817)

AMA Gold
Leader Club
The Greater Southwest Aero Modelers, Inc. is
a nonprofit organization. Membership is
nondiscriminatory and open to anyone who
agrees to abide by Club By-Laws. A
condition of membership for insurance
purposes is current affiliation with the
Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA). Our
flying field is located at 6903 Randol Mill
Road, 1/4 mile east of exit 26 off of Loop 820
at N 32°46.895’ W 97° 12.361’. Visitors are
welcome whenever the gate is unlocked.
Free flight training instruction is available to
members from 6:00 PM to dusk on Monday
and Wednesday while Daylight Savings Time
is in effect. Regular Club meetings are held
on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30
PM at the McDonalds Restaurant, 769 Airport Freeway, Hurst TX 76053. The
McDonalds is on the south access road just
east of Precinct Line Road.

President’s Notes
I continue to periodically receive reports of folks showing up at the field
to find the gate open and no one
there. For the benefit of new members and repetition for the old members, if you are the last one to leave
close and lock the gate. It is not that
hard.
On to the good news. The club
cleared $920 at the Denton swap
meet and AMA reimbursed us for the
spring storm damage with a $500
grant. Kudos to all who helped with
the Denton swap endeavor.
Don’t forget the Big Bird Fun Fly Saturday September 9. ‘Big’ means 80”
single wing or 60” biplane. But if you
show up with something smaller, I’m
pretty sure Tim Lovett will not ask
you to leave. The important part is
‘fun’ and ‘fly’. In the same vain, if you
don’t fly just come visit and have
lunch with us.
Stay tuned to the web site or your
email for last minute info on the September 24 float fly.

Next Meeting:
September 13, 2017
7:30pm

A nice group of flyers came out to
the Solar Eclipse Fun Fly to fly in the
dim sunshine and view the big happening.

McDonalds
769 Airport Fwy
Hurst, TX 76053

Remember that at the October meeting, officer nominations are due for
2018. If you wish to run or wish to
nominate someone be prepared to do
that.
See you at the field.

Darrell Abby, President

692-7380
553-2806
265-2471
939-6131
455-0922

Club Disaster Relief
Program
by Lawrence Harville August 30,
2017

To everyone involved in model
aviation in any way, the first
priority-- our loved ones, friends,
neighbors and homes. Hobbies
are put on the back burner for
now, but in these hard times and
many more to come, be assured
the AMA 200,00 members and
District 8 with over 56,000
members will be here for you.
There will be here time to resume
modeling. In order to give time to
those in need, the AMA Executive
Council voted unanimously to
automatically extend the following
year Leader Club status and
extend for 120 days beyond the
March 31 deadline Club Charter
renewals on a case by case basis
for those affected by Hurricane
Harvey. AMA has other programs
to assist club.
http://www.modelaircraft.org/
membership/clubs/drelief.aspx

Tail Spinner Submissions
Items for the Tail Spinner are due by the
25th of the month. Remember that ads
are free to members. Send them to:
Roy Baker
(817) 545-4031
(817) 455-0922 (cell)
(e-mail) reb2ntx@verizon.net

Anyone can be an event
coordinator.
Date

Event

Coordinator

Sat after
Meeting

Work Day – 09:00 every Saturday
following the monthly meeting –

GSW Officers

Sep 9
Sept 24
Oct 14
Nov 4
Nov 4
Nov 5
Dec 2

Big Bird (S)
- Model Aviation Day Event
GSW Float Fly – At our secret
float field / Club members only
All-Scale Fly-In
NEED Food Drive
Control Line Event
Annual party –Location TBD
Toys for Tots (may move to earlier date) 1
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Tim Lovett
Darrell & Louie
Barry Ponder
Chuck Rovell
Stephen Jeansonne
GSW Officers
Chuck Rovell & ??

New type events are
welcome with club approval.
Fun-fly’s are totally
informal—volunteer and
coordinate with me;
Any date including a
Sunday.
(S) Indicates AMA
sanctioned event.
Jimmy Stanford,
Event Coordinator
(202) 725-5565 or
rescuejim@yahoo.com

August Secretary’s
Report
The August business meeting was
called to order by President Darrell
Abby on July 8, 7:30PM at the
McDonald's Restaurant Precinct Line
#25270-769 Airport Freeway, Hurst, TX
76053
Business Meeting Minutes
The July 2017 meeting minutes were
approved as written by attending
members by a show of hands.
Secretary Frank Rowell reported that
GSW has 147 members. There 129
renewals and 18 new members.
New Members/Visitors
No new members or visitors were in
attendance.
Treasurer's Report
Treasurer Bob McDuff reported that all
bills are paid. We have enough money
to cover expenses through the end of
the year. The club made $920 at the
Denton Swap Meet. The club also
received a $500 grant from AMA club
disaster relief program to offset
expenses from the spring storm
damage.
Field Report
Vice-President Lewie Moore said the
field is in great condition. After recent
rains there are no muddy areas. Lewie
asked again, to stop killing the grass
with fuel spills. Trees still need to be
removed. The contractor that gave us
an estimate on removal did not show
up. Tru-Green has done a good job
with fertilizer, weed control and fire ant
treatment. The north bridge was
replaced and lumber for replacing the
middle bridge is on hand. A new dirty
water sump pump was installed which
will eliminate clogging. There will be no
work day on Saturday the 12th.
Newsletter
Newsletter editor Roy Baker asked for
pictures of club members at the field
and their aircraft.
Events
In the absence of event coordinator
Jimmy Stanford, President Darrell Abby
reported that the next scheduled event
is;
September 9, Big Bird Fly-in. Tim Lovett
CD. National Model Aviation Day will be
celebrated on that day.
September 24, Float Fly. Darrell Abby
and Lewie Moore CDs.
Please check the newsletter or website
for future events.
Old Business
Bill Bradford stated he has the shirts
and hats that were ordered. Please see
him with cash or check after the

September 2017 Tail Spinner Page 3

meeting.
Darrell Abby stated that the AMA is
requesting that GSW join a test
program in which AMA is coordinating
with a Drone Squad social media ap.
They want to list five clubs, that have a
drone facility, on their website in order
to draw attention to the activity.
Dennis Westergren and Dave Cooke
researched the Drone Squad ap and
presented pros and cons. A motion to
participate in the program was made by
Ed Couch, and seconded by Mike Kopf.
The motion carried by a majority vote.
Dennis stated he will conduct an
orientation to drone flying in the fall.
Ed Couch reported on a presentation he
made at an FAA public relations event
on August 2. About 200 kids and adults
attended. Ed and Royce Lummus
brought planes and drones and
demonstrated their operation.
A discussion was held about eliminating
or reducing the processing fee for new
members. It is felt that it reduces
gaining new members. Ed Couch made
a motion to reduce the fee to $25 for
two years starting in 2018. It was
seconded by Dave Ek. The motion was
carried by a majority vote. By the next
meeting the club officers will determine
if a change of the by-laws is required to
reduce the fee.
New Business
A motion was made by Darrell Abby
and seconded by Barry Ponder to make
a $100 donation to the AMA Foundation
The donation is part of the requirement
to maintain the club's status as a Gold
Leader Club. The motion was carried by
a majority vote.
Lewie Moore will determine if the
Brookside Center is available for the
annual party on November 5th or 12th.
He will see if Cafe Sicilia will cater the
event.
Darrell Abby, on behalf of the officers,
stated that we'd look into setting up a
savings account. The funds could be
used as rainy day money or provide for
future purchases of equipment. In
November it will be determined how
much money can be placed in this
account.
Drawing
Lewie Moore provided many prizes and
almost everyone in attendance won
something.
Respectfully submitted

Frank Rowell, Secretary

Solar Eclipse Fun Fly
August 21, 2017
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Seen at GSWAM Field
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GREATER SOUTHWEST
AERO CLUB BIG BIRD
FLYIN
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 9TH
REG. 8:00AM FLYING 9:00AM TO 4:00PM
ON SITE CONCESSIONS
LANDING FEE $10.00
PROP DRIVEN 80 INCH MONOPLANE
60 INCH BIPLANE
CLUB FIELD 6903 RANDOL MILL ROAD AND E.
LOOP 820
FORT WORTH, TEXAS
CD -TIM LOVETT 817-239-6401
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Massey McDonald’s
Is proud to support
Greater Southwest Aero Modelers
Please visit us at one of the following locations:

Euless #2182
105 Airport Fwy
Euless, TX 76040

Our Meeting Place—>

Harwood #6598
3350 Harwood Rd.
Bedford, TX 76021

Precinct Line #25720
769 Airport Fwy.
Hurst, TX 76053

Central #10230
2100 Central Park Blvd.
Bedford, TX 76022

September 2017 Tail Spinner Page 8

Handly Ederville #10145
7305 Airport Fwy
Richland Hills, TX 76118

Centre Port #34234
14100 Centre Station Dr.
Fort Worth, TX 76155

