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AMA Gold
Leader Club
The Greater Southwest Aero Modelers, Inc. is
a nonprofit organization. Membership is
nondiscriminatory and open to anyone who
agrees to abide by Club By-Laws. A
condition of membership for insurance
purposes is current affiliation with the
Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA). Our
flying field is located at 6903 Randol Mill
Road, 1/4 mile east of exit 26 off of Loop 820
at N 32°46.895’ W 97° 12.361’. Visitors are
welcome whenever the gate is unlocked.
Free flight training instruction is available to
members from 6:00 PM to dusk on Monday
and Wednesday while Daylight Savings Time
is in effect. Regular Club meetings are held
on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30
PM at the McDonalds Restaurant, 769 Airport Freeway, Hurst TX 76053. The
McDonalds is on the south access road just
east of Precinct Line Road.

Next Meeting:
Tuesday JULY 9 2018
7:30pm

McDonalds
Precinct Line #25720
769 Airport Fwy.
Hurst, TX 76053

President’s Notes
The weather gods were favorable
to the US Scalemaster Qualifier
and Texas Scale Championship
event except for the hot weather
on Saturday. Eighteen pilots were
registered showing off scale
planes and flying skills. Thanks to
all the judges, coordinators,
cooks, and other club workers for
helping make it a successful 2 day
event. Contest results are on the
club WEB SITE. Most all pilots
qualified for the championships in
Baton Rouge September 14-16;
this is as close as this event will
ever be so you should make plans
to attend.
Speaking of events, a lot of
planning is taking place for our
hosting of the “2018 AMA District
VIII Rally” on September 8. It is a
fun fly, not a contest so everyone
can fly in 1 or more of the 10
different categories while they are
not helping with hosting duties.
Lawrence is getting the word out
to all the district clubs which is
about 32000 potential visitors.
Don’t worry. We are attempting
to bring in lots of sponsors and
vendors. See the flyer here or on
the WEB SITE.
Lawrence and I made a showing
at the Golden Triangle ‘Warbird
Fun Fly’. They have a nice field
with a hard, smooth petromat
runway.
Kudos to Joel Jerabek for
repairing
the
club
grill.
Attendance was light at the June
meeting considering we had a

692-7380
553-2806
265-2471
939-6131
455-0922

very informative presentation by
Rob Lowe of the FAA. He brought
us up to date on UAS’s of all
types in the National Airspace
System,
reporting
system,
incident
investigation/
enforcement, trends, B4UFLY Ap,
airport proximities, etc. Paul
Lange logged a very good
summary in the ‘Club Events &
Activities’ section of the WEB
SITE.
Did you notice that I have
mentioned the web site three
times so far; brings me to one of
my beliefs that it is underutilized.
Why is that? Did you know that
Frank keeps a club roster there?
(You don’t have to call me to get
a phone number). Event/flyers
are posted, late news such as
members in the hospital, meeting
info, build threads, photos, engine
help, you name it. You can ask
questions and get answers. If you
are new or can’t actually post
anything, you need to email
Sonny Coleman (our web master)
at sonny@camnet.net and he will
send you an ID and PW to get
started.
See you at the field.
Darrell Abby, President

Tail Spinner Submissions
Items for the Tail Spinner are due by the
25th of the month. Remember that ads
are free to members. Send them to:
Roy Baker
(817) 545-4031
(817) 455-0922 (cell)
(e-mail) reb2ntx@verizon.net

Date

Event

Coordinator

Sat after
Meeting

Work Day – 09:00 every Saturday following the monthly meeting – Check the
Website!!

GSW Officers

Mar 23-25

Red Stick Classic
Baton Rouge RC Club
www.Batonrougerc.com

April 14
May 6
May 19
Jun 2-3

TAG (Take-Off and Grow) Civil Air Patrol Squadron
GSW Float Fly
Biplane Fun Fly (S)
US Scalemaster Qualifier (S)

Jun 30

Independence Day Family Fun Fly

Sep 8

AMA District VIII Rally (S)

Sept 14-16
Sept 22
Oct 13
Nov 3

US Scalemaster Championship
TAG Event
All-Scale Fly-In
NEED Food Drive

Nov 4
Nov TBD
Dec 1

Annual party –Location TBD
Control Line Event
Toys for Tots
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Anyone
can be an event
coordinator.
New type events
Jeffery Pike
are welcome with
jefferkithpike@hotmail.com club approval.
Fun-fly’s are
totally informal—
225-337-2037
volunteer and
Frank Rowell
coordinate with
me;
Jerry Burton
Any date including
Darrell Abby
a Sunday.
Lawrence Harville
(S) Indicates AMA
Chuck Rovell & Scott Far- sanctioned event.
row
Jimmy Stanford,
Event Coordinator
Tim Lovett & Lawrence
(202) 725-5565 or
Harville
Baton Rouge RC Club (LA)
Frank Rowell
Barry Ponder
Chuck Rovell & Scott Farrow
GSW Officers
TBD

Chuck Rovell & Scott Farrow

June Secretary’s
Report
The June business meeting was called to
order by President, Darrell Abby 7:30PM
on June 12, at the McDonald's Restaurant
#25720 Precinct Line
769 Airport
Freeway, Hurst, TX 76053
Business Meeting Minutes
The May meeting minutes were approved
as written by a show of hands of the
members present. There were 20
members present.
New Members Guests
A new member, first name Ben, told us
he had modeled trains which led him to
model planes at present.
Mr. Rob Lowe of the FAA and of the Fort
Worth
Thunderbirds
gave
us
a
presentation of the FAA position on the
model aircraft
hobby. The AMA is
partnering with the FAA to establish
federal rules to regulate model aircraft.
They are known to the FAA as UAS (unmanned aircraft system). Rob gave us
handouts on two subjects. The first
described how models or UAS must be
labeled with your AMA number and FAA
registration number. You need to have a
number which is obtainable from the FAA
website
when
you
register.
Reregistration is required every two years.
(Most of us registered two years ago so
check to see that you are current.)
The second handout is titled “Know
Before You Fly”. It describes an
educational campaign that provides
prospective
UAS
users
with
the
information they need to fly safely and
responsibly.
The law requires us to notify any airport
operator within three miles before flying a
UAS.
Paul Lange asked if marking our field with
an X at each end would be useful in
letting a full size aircraft pilot know that
our field is closed and not available for
use. Rob said he didn't think we would
achieve the desired result.
President's Report
President Darrell Abby let us know that
members Ed Couch, Jimmy Stanford,
Lane Crabtree, and Bob McDuff were
hospitalized recently. All are expected to
recover.
Treasurer's Report
President Darrell Abby delivered the
report in the absence of Treasurer Bob
McDuff. We are in good financial shape
with enough money to fund expenses
through the rest of the year. All bills are
paid.
The Scale Masters Qualifier was a
successful event with around 24 aircraft
competing.
(Darrell won first place in his class and
also was presented a special award by the
contest judges as the best overall
contestant. Congratulations to Darrell.)
NASA presented the club with a check to
cover
our
expenses
for
holding
competitive events.

July 2018 Tail Spinner Page 3

Field Report
Vice-President Lewie Moore said the field
was being mowed one day a week
because the grass is not growing enough
to go to two days. The field is mowed on
Friday mornings starting at 09:00.
Fertilizer will applied on June 13. Lewie
also said the field is in good shape for
flying. Thee is no work day scheduled for
Saturday, June 16.
Dave Cooke, who maintains the drone
field, said the grass there is very dry.
If you go into the long grass be aware
that the chiggers are abundant. Wear
protection. If you go out searching for a
lost aircraft please let someone at the
field know where you are going. Take
water and your phone.
Up-coming Events
June 30; Independence Day celebration.
Bring a plane, bring your family, bring
guests. We plan a fun day with lots of
flying and a lunch of burgers brats and
hot dogs, with all the fixins. Chuck Rovell
is the CD.
July 1; Float Fly at the pond south of
Trinity Blvd and west of Norwood Dr.
Jerry Burton is the CD.
September 8; AMA District VIII fun fly.
There will be a classification for every
imaginable aircraft. We will also celebrate
National Model Aviation Day on the same
day. Lawrence Harvelle is the CD .
September 12-16; Scale Masters Final at
Baton Rouge, LA.
Darrell Abby said the Scale Masters is in
need of money to fund trophies for the
event. Paul Lange made a motion to send
a check. Barry Ponder seconded the
motion. The motion carried unanimously
by a vote of the members present.
August 4, Denton Swap Meet in Denton.
GSW will buy exhibit tables. Anyone that
has stuff to sell please contact Lewie
Moore the CD. The club will charge 10
percent of the sale price.
September 22; TAG Day. A Civil Air Patrol
cadet unit and possibly a Boy Scout troop
will be at the field for a day of orientation
to our hobby and some buddy box
training. We need instructors and helpers
to guide the cadets and scouts. Lunch will
be served. Darrell Abby and Frank Rowell
CDs.
November 4; Annual Party. Lewie Moore
is the CD. He'll let everyone know the the
location, the dinner menu, and where to
by tickets as soon as plans have been
finalized.
Undetermined Date; Night Fun-Fly Paul
Lange is the CD. Paul will let everyone
know when. Please let him know if you
are interested. The event will be limited
to electrically powered aircraft only.
Respectfully submitted
Frank Rowell, Secretary

Club Shirts
Bill Bradford reports that he has a waiting
list for shirt orders. The shirt company
needs a minimum of six shirts per order
and he currently has four on the list.
Contact Bill if you would like a club shirt.
They are $20 and $25 if you want your
name embroidered on the shirt.

2018 TEXAS SCALE CHAMPIONSHIPS

By Lawrence Harville
What was supposed to be terrible hot weather according to the weatherman projections—turned out to be not a bad day
at all. We had prepared for the weather by getting going early and not letting the contest drag. We were very happy and
please to have two planes in the air almost all the time. We move along a very fast pace getting in all four rounds of 22
planes in each round finishing before 1:45pm—and that includes a lunch break. Thanks to the contestants and workers.
The UNSUNG OUSTANDING WORKERS everyone always compliments and brags about at every event and ESPECIALLY
the Championships—JIM KELLER AND TOMMY EZELL. The next time your eating a burger or brock at our field-tell these
guys THANKS and mean it. I can’t say enough about these two guys. Always at every event cooking so YOU can have a
great time—I know you think about that SO SAY IT TO THEM. THANKS GUYS-we really could not do it without you.
If you EVER wondered WHO does the work in this club—here is a list of members that do the work for the club so YOU
can sit back and enjoy your free time. This list is NOT COMPLETE because many were competing in the event and could
not help out. If you say no one ask me to work—YOU CAN ALWAYS VOLUNTEER WITHOUT BEING ASK. Thanks to the
workers who made the money for our club. Doug Ordon, Lewie Moore, Pete Martin, Bob Mcduff, Jim Jackman, Frank
Rowell, Bob Muller Herb Koven, Jim Thompson, Thomas Nunn, Tim Lovett, Johnny Hunt, Devin Pitts, Darrell Abby, Max
Ficken
THE TEXAS SCALE CHAMPION 2018 our own DARREL ABBY I would love to say it was a close call but NO Darrell wiped
everybody away-his tried and tested P47 came with all 8 guns blazing and no one was left standing but him. He won the
Advanced Class and Darrell was selected by the judges to receive the Bob Lirette Flight Achievement Award from National
Association of Scale AeroModelers.

This year was the LARGEST SCALE CONTEST IN ALL OF DISTRICT 8. Thanks to you guys who flew and put it on the line.
The contestants-who by now have become season contest competitors were met this year by a LOT OF NEW FIGHTER
PILOTSThe closest fight was between some rookie competitors but by the time the war was over they were seasoned veterans
who can’t wait for next year—this fight was not settled until the last flight---just look at those scores

PRO AM SPORTSMAN MILITARY
1st
Joseph Bourn
Spitfire

99.375

2nd

Michael Schultz

98.125

3rd

Bob Buntley
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L4

T 28

96.375

ELECTRIC SCALE MILITARY We all thought these guys were friends but you should have seen
the battle between these two. Suddenly in the last round Paul’s pilot must have lost his oxygen mask
because he did a perfect half roll and went in a long inverted dive to the outback—tough luck to
some good flying. But pretty sure Doug has ice water in his veins because he went in for the kill and
won. Just look a Doug’s smile!!
1ST
Doug Ordon
PT 17
94.25

2nd

Paul Lange

P-47

83.25

PRO AM SPORTSMAN CIVILIAN was won by another first time competitor
1st

Chris Timmer

Pawnee

97

TEAM SCALE
one of the seasoned pilots in a cake walk to win
1st
Tim Lovett Fleet Biplane 194.37

PRO AM PRO MILITARY The experienced guys came to fight too and we all welcomed back to play
Kelly Conway-good to see him back
1st
Lawrence Harville SE 5 A
103.25
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2nd

Johnny Hunt

3rd

Kelly Conway

D7

97.27

Tri plane

90

STATIC SCALE You have to see his planes to appreciate how beautiful they are.
1st
Royce Lummus
SBD

2nd

Royce Lummus

3rd

Royce Lummus BF 110

P 47

No photo sorry!!

PRO AM PRO CIVILIAN GSW standout Mike Kopf fought off two Louisiana boys and almost took
the top spot
1st
Ben Andrus Piper Super Cub
102.85
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2nd

Mike Kopf

3rd

Jeffery Pike Cessna 310

Cessna 182

96.5

91.75
No photo sorry
HELICOPTER This is Michael’s second year to win, each year his heli gets more realistic, the Apache
had a movable gun and lights in the cockpit WOW—Where are the other heli guys??
1st
Michael Roznack
AH-64 Apache
184.125

EXPERT
1st
Jeffery Pike Stinson SR 10

2nd

96.25

Ben Andrus Grumman AG CAT 49.25 he had servo problems
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Massey McDonald’s
Is proud to support
Greater Southwest Aero Modelers
Please visit us at one of the following locations:

Euless #2182
105 Airport Fwy
Euless, TX 76040

Our Meeting Place—>

Harwood #6598
3350 Harwood Rd.
Bedford, TX 76021

Precinct Line #25720
769 Airport Fwy.
Hurst, TX 76053

Central #10230
2100 Central Park Blvd.
Bedford, TX 76022
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Handly Ederville #10145
7305 Airport Fwy
Richland Hills, TX 76118

Centre Port #34234
14100 Centre Station Dr.
Fort Worth, TX 76155

