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AMA Gold
Leader Club
The Greater Southwest Aero Modelers, Inc. is
a nonprofit organization. Membership is
nondiscriminatory and open to anyone who
agrees to abide by Club By-Laws. A
condition of membership for insurance
purposes is current affiliation with the
Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA). Our
flying field is located at 6903 Randol Mill
Road, 1/4 mile east of exit 26 off of Loop 820
at N 32°46.895’ W 97° 12.361’. Visitors are
welcome whenever the gate is unlocked.
Free flight training instruction is available to
members from 6:00 PM to dusk on Monday
and Wednesday while Daylight Savings Time
is in effect. Regular Club meetings are held
on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30
PM at the McDonalds Restaurant, 769 Airport Freeway, Hurst TX 76053. The
McDonalds is on the south access road just
east of Precinct Line Road.

Next Meeting:
Tuesday
February 12, 2019
7:30pm
McDonalds
Precinct Line #25720
769 Airport Fwy.
Hurst, TX 76053

President’s Notes
Happy February 2019 and merry wet
breezy winter! As you know our January
2019 flight logs have been pretty sparse
lately with recent field closures.
However, thanks to our excellent
volunteer field crews who endeavored to
drain the swamp, the field was re-opened
from extra muddy conditions in just a day
or so, Hat’s off to the field crews.
GSWAM is an active club alright….even in
some of the most uninviting Texas winter
weather we have a number of intrepid
pilots who braved the elements to forge
onward with their personal endeavors of
flight even at the cost of providing
another notch for the Crash Pole.
According to my sources the crash tally is
at (4) as of 01-22-19. Make sure you get
the full post mortem from the pilots and
offer your condolences at will.
Our fabulous Web Master Sonny Coleman
has completed and released our brand
new GSWAM website with many links and
information to help us stay fresh with the
latest AMA and FAA rules and a dedicated
section for some Presidential quibble
and…..drum roll please…..”Field Status
Updates”.
Please make note of the
GSWAM main web site page, save it to
your internet favorites, get it set up on
your
iPhones,
iPads
and
other
compliment of personal devices to reach
the internet remotely and stay apprised
of the latest field conditions and field
closures.
Regarding the field entry gate, please
help us secure the field by locking the
field gate when and if you are the last
person to exit the field. If there are nonmembers present upon your exit….they
need to depart with you. GSWAM loves
guest pilots – but they need to
“sponsored” by active members while at
the field.
We now have a couple more event dates
established to our calendar events one of

729-4969
372-2274
724-0126
939-6131
455-0922

them is the Take-Off and Grow event
which Frank was able to coordinate with
the Civil Air Patrol….hopefully our “May
the 4th Be With You” Take-Off and Grow
event will not get rained out again like
2018. (Club assignment…pray for perfect
weather for May 4th). Next among other
dates is our Texas Scale Masters Qualifier
to be held also in May 18 and 19th….(
Second club assignment…pray for perfect
weather for May 18th & 19th)
Special thank you to Chuck Ezell for
continued service as our GSWAM Safety
Marshall.
If you have any questions
about our club rules and safety practices
please find our field rules via web link of
the new GSWAM website and as always
feel free to ask a member, officer or tag
up with Chuck.
Mike
Kopf
reminds
us
all
to
“COMMUNCATE” at the flight line with a
short video presented on our Greater
Southwest Aero Modelers Facebook
page….my personal experience is that we
do a great job of providing audibles with
our
fellow
pilots
while
sharing
airspace…..as our signage at the flight
line plainly states….call out your activities
- don’t be shy.
GSWAM allows for smoking but please
remember and take care to discard
cigarette butts in the designated canisters
provided in the pits area.
Remember while at the field please have
your
club
credentials
readily
presented….if you have any questions on
how best to present your credentials be
sure to see Mr. Otto Reyes who knows
how to do it up right….From the top: 1.

(Continued on page 4)

Tail Spinner Submissions
Items for the Tail Spinner are due by the
25th of the month. Remember that ads
are free to members. Send them to:
Roy Baker
(817) 545-4031
(817) 455-0922 (cell)
(e-mail) reb2ntx@verizon.net

GSW 2019 Event Calendar
Anyone can be an
event coordinator.
New type events are
welcome with club
approval.
Fun-fly’s are totally
informal—volunteer
and coordinate with
me;
Any date including a
Sunday.
(S) Indicates AMA
sanctioned event.
Jimmy Stanford,
Event Coordinator
(202) 725-5565 or
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December Secretary’s
Report
The November business meeting was
called to order by President, Paul Lange
at 7:30PM on January 8, 2019, at the
McDonald's Restaurant #25720 Precinct
Line 769 Airport Freeway, Hurst, TX
76053
Business Meeting Minutes
There were 29 members in attendance
and 1 guest.
2019 officers Paul Lange - President,
William “Billy” Law - Vice-President, Bob
McDuff - Treasurer and Jeff Bagdon Secretary were sworn in.
The November meeting minutes were
accepted as written and published in the
GSW newsletter by a unanimous vote of
the members present.
Treasurer's Report
Treasurer Bob McDuff reported that all
bills are paid. 2019 membership materials
are available at Roy's Hobby Shop and
from Bob. Membership is in full swing
with approximately 60 renewals and 10
new members at this time.
Field Report
Vice-President Billy Law reported that the
runway is very soft, the field was recently
closed for a few days. Lewie Moore from
the ground crew has not seen field
conditions this bad due to rain since the
field was opened. Please use caution and
common sense when walking on the
runway as not to do any damage.
To maintain good runway conditions,
please follow the “90 degree rule” – walk
on the taxi way until your aircraft is at a
90 degree angle from you, then walk onto
the runway to retrieve your craft.
The GSW website should have current
information on field conditions and
updates on field closings.
Flight Instruction
Bob McDuff reported that there is no
formal instruction taking place, but some
members are training new members.

manage VTX channels.
The shelter tarp at the quad track is on
it’s last legs, and the club discussed the
possibility of a permanent shelter but at
this time agreed overall activity at the
track doesn’t justify the expense. David
Cooke reported that replacing the tarp
would by $120. Lewie Moore moved that
we allocate the funds to replace the tarp,
Barry Ponder seconded, the motion was
approved unanimously by the club.
The lack of electricity at the quad track
and the possibility of running a line out
there was also discussed, however we
probably don’t have the current to push
out that far, also those that are using the
quad track haven’t found it a major
inconvenience. We agreed to investigate
the cost of running electricity to the helipad shelter.
There is a plan to bring in a ditch witch to
improve drainage for the main runway /
shelter area.
New Website
Jimmy Stanford was in attendance to
present progress on the new GSWAM
website Sonny Coleman has been
working on. The new website will load in
a size that will be easily viewable on
various browsers.
There will be a
dynamic Calendar on the main page for
all club related events, sections for
President updates and current field
condition updates. The new website will
make it easier to upload and link pictures.
We are also investigating creating an
online registration portal for new and
renewing members. Overall this is a
great improvement which will enhance
our club web presence and increase our
ability to communicate as a club.
Events

(See page 2)

8/17: Jimmy Stanford reminded us that
this is Model Aviation Day. The club
should consider an activity to support.
10/12: Scale Fly In
TAG: Frank Rowell has been in
communication with Cheryl at the Civil Air
Patrol to determine the best date in the
spring.

Field Marshall and Field Area Reports
Field Marshall Barry Ponder reported that
some members have been taking liberties
with flying over the parking lot and close
to the main runway shelters. Please
remember to only fly in designated
airspaces.

President’s Messages / Old Business
Paul is encouraging attendance at this
year’s Texas Scale Masters competition,
as well as entry into the competition. The
event is tons of fun and competing
regardless of how well you do will help
you grow and just experience more of
what the hobby has to offer.

Dave Cooke reported that the drone
racing track conditions are not as bad as
the main runway.
We’ve seen more
activity recently, but nothing to warrant
any major upgrades at this time.

Please review all AMA regulations and
club rules. They aren’t complex, they
make sense, and they help ensure our
hobby continues.

David Elk reported that the control line
filed is in good condition.
Jeff Bagdon reported that the FPV flyers
have been working through how to
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Remember to land when any aircraft are
flying over the field or may be about to
do so. The aircraft may be in the wrong,
but our models are always secondary to
any manned aircraft.

Remember to pay up – concessions
(drinks/snacks) are 50 cents each.
Reminder
change.

– February 1st the locks

Crash pole – Paul’s looking to put up a
‘crash pole’ that will catalog all nonrepairable crashes. If you lose an aircraft
either through an unrepairable crash or
fly-away we want to know.
Bell Helicopter Drone Training Program:
We’ve confirmed that there is
no violation to our AMA charter
or our lease agreement with the
city.
Training would be limited to no
more than 1 or 2 students at a
time.
Only 1 training aircraft in the air
at a time.
Any agreement with Bell Heli
can be terminated at any time.
All instructors must be GSWAM
members.
It has been suggested that for
each Bell Heli student a
donation of $25 dollars be
asked for, which can go to
offset club membership if the
student wants to join GSWAM.
A final vote is pending a round
of testing with Bell Heli
instructors and their equipment.
New Business
Steve Rogers proposed the building of
an FAA 400’Altitude Checker.
The
checker would consist of a top plate
mounted on a post placed near the SW
corner of the heli-pad shelter. The top
plate’s surface will be angled so that
looking along it toward the runway an
observer can determine whether an
aircraft flying over the center of the
runway is above or below the 400 foot
altitude limit. Jimmy Stanford made a
motion to approve the installation which
was seconded by Chuck Rovell. The club
unanimously approved the motion and
Steve is eager to begin construction, and
the club looks forward to the addition.
Model Of The Month
Bob Mueller presented his impressive Me
163 Komet which previously won the
Model of the Month in 1994. He’s
beginning work on the addition of a
rocket engine that can be ignited while
in flight, adding just one more level of
‘authenticity’ to the model.
Paul Lange presented a UMX Beechcraft
Model 17 Staggerwing by Rage R/C. The
model has full aileron, rudder and
elevator controls as well as retractable
landing gear. Paul’s suffering through
upgrading to a Spektrum receiver, given
the extremely tight build of the model
this has proven to be quite challenging.
Respectfully submitted,
Jeff Bagdon, Secretary

(Continued from page 1)

Hat 2. Logo Shirt 3. Logo Shirt Pocket 4.
Arm Band badge holder 5. Badge clip on
6. Fun Smile Thank you for setting the

bar Otto!
Please be sure to Thank Mark Fuess for
building us a custom ground warm up
and release platform recently deployed at
the center starting gate, Mark has since
tweaked the spring mechanism to the
releasing arm….Thank you Mark!!
Our former GSWAM President and Texas
Scale Champion Pilot Darrell Abby will be
providing a training session for the Texas
Scale Masters Qualifier at the February
Meeting so be sure to attend and ask
questions…..get ‘em ready boys.
Here’s to a great February 2019….may
we all have blue skies, fun flights and
silky smooth landings.
Yours Truly – Paul H Lange
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At The January, 9, 2019 Meeting
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Massey McDonald’s
Is proud to support
Greater Southwest Aero Modelers
Please visit us at one of the following locations:

Euless #2182
105 Airport Fwy
Euless, TX 76040

Our Meeting Place—>

Beach 3186
3901 Airport Freeway
Fort Worth, TX 76111

Precinct Line #25720
769 Airport Fwy.
Hurst, TX 76053

Central #10230
2100 Central Park Blvd.
Bedford, TX 76022
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Altamere 32934
525 Alta Mere Dr.
Fort Worth, TX 76116

Wichita 24126
3200 SE Loop 820
Forest Hill, TX 76140

