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What a great day of quad racing it was!! Congrats  to our winners!!  

The Jim Jackman Memorial Fun Fly was a Hit! 
 

 1st Place       FRANK ROWELL 
 2nd Place      KELLY CONWAY  
 3rd Place      HAROLD DAVIS 
 4TH Place    PAUL LANGE 
 5th Place     STEPHEN MARCANTEL 
 6th Place     BILLY LAW 

  

Big Things Happened in February! 
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Greater Southwest Aero Modelers, Inc. is a nonprofit organization. 
Membership is nondiscriminatory and open to anyone who agrees to abide 
by Club By-Laws.  
 
A condition of membership for insurance purposes is current affiliation with 
the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA).  Our flying field is located at 6903 
Randol Mill Road, 1/4 mile east of exit 26 off of Loop 820 at N 32°46.895’ 
W 97° 12.361’.  Visitors are welcome whenever the gate is unlocked.  Free 
flight training instruction is available to members from 6:00 PM to dusk on 
Monday and Wednesday while Daylight Savings Time is in effect.   
 
 

March 2020 

Club Meetings 
 

Are held on the second 
Tuseday of every Month 

located at: 
 

Massey McDonalds 
Precinct Line #25720 

769 Airport Fwy. 
Hurst, TX  76053 

 
Meetings start at 

7:30 pm 

There Will be NO CLUB MEETING in APRIL!! 

GOLD LEADER CLUB 
AMA#1140 

MARCH 10th MEETING had a  
RECORD Turn out!  

NO CLUB MEETING IN APRIL! 

You can thank Covid-19 

 

For messing up our  

Society & meeting 
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From the President’s Hideout 

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers Club Business 

      As you are all aware of the general public has been informed and 
asked to take measures to help prevent the spread of COVID-19 virus 
by “Social Distancing”. Currently many state’s, counties, cities are no 
longer suggesting but mandating a prohibition of public gatherings of 
10 persons or more. Therefore, the Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 
monthly meeting for April is cancelled. Additionally, any field events 
for April and May are post-poned for future dates to be determined. 
Hopefully the COVID-19 virus will be in containment soon enough for 
us to continue with event dates currently on the calendar for June and 
beyond. These event dates will be re-assessed in mid-April for 
attendance. Meanwhile the weather is preventing the start of our field repairs which were 
approved to move forward at the emergency meeting held on Tuesday 17th at the field.  
 
     The pre-approved Hog Dog Hunting team has also been held back due to inclement 
weather and access to the flooded river bottoms. In the meantime, we have successfully 
captured 3 large hogs so far with the help City of Fort Worth Animal control…new hog 
damages to the field have significantly decreased. As soon as the weather clears, our field 
crews will be able to begin the first steps for field repairs with a grub treatment, followed 
by a level shoot and a tampdown for final assessment for a top soil repair effort. We will 
keep the club advised to the field work as process is made.  
 
     Currently the main runway is closed until further notice with the rest of the field open to 
Line Control, Quad Race Track, Heli-Port. Light aircraft may use the East West airspace 
over the Quad Track and Heli-Port when and if that space is safe and free from either 
discipline’s activity. As noted in the minutes of the emergency meeting for field repairs, 
members of GSWAM are invited to fly other field during our field’s main runway closure. 
Should you decide to visit any of our area clubs, please ensure you take time to learn and 
understand their field safety rules and field behaviors, present your AMA and GSWAM 
club credentials and have your FAA registration number on any aircraft to be flown. 
Check on line and contact those fields in advance as those fields accessibility status also 
suffer closings due to inclement weather and flooding.  
 
    I am quite sure there will be many new aircraft “births” to be announced as result of our 
main runway closure. This should prove to be a most interesting summer and one of the 
most memorable times in our Nations history. As a reminder, we will continue to keep the 
membership advised through FaceBook, The Main Website page, the online Chat-Room 
and via email blast. I personally wish to thank all of our members for your support, thank 
you to all of our volunteer field crew tag teams and of course to the board for helping us 
see through a very busy first 90days 0f 2020... If you find an Easter egg in the NL you win 
 

    
    HOOOORAH and Tally Ho ladies and gents.  
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Greater Southwest Aero Modelers Club Business 

March 2020 Secretary's Report  
 

The March business meeting was called to order by President, Paul Lange at 7:30PM on March 10, 2020, at the 
McDonald's Restaurant #25720 Precinct Line 769 Airport Freeway, Hurst, TX 76053 Business Meeting Minutes There were 54 
members in attendance. President’s Report General comments from Paul:  
 
Special Note: Gus Niver is taking final orders for GSWAM apparel.  
 
 

Thank you to all who sent in comments to the FAA. There were over 50,000 responses in total.  
 

 
As always please bring fun flight ideas.  
We are looking for local outreach opportunities with youth clubs, local churches and other organizations.  We will be filing for Gold 
Club status with AMA.  
 
Our ‘close the gate’ initiative has been working well. Although in this time of transition to the 2020 keys we should ensure those left at 
the field are prepared to lock the gate. The key was recently left locked and the last person leaving the field didn’t have the new 2020 
key.  
 
 

Secretary’s Report Secretary Jeff Bagdon reports:  
 For 2020 we have a total of 138 paying members (120 renewals and 18 new members).  
Mark Fuess moved to have the January meeting minutes as published in the newsletter accepted, motion was seconded by Jerry Burton 
and approved by a majority of club members present. Vice President's Report Vice President Billy Law was unable to attend, President 
Paul Lange reported on behalf: 
Workday is planned for 3/14, we have materials to repair the walkway boards.  
The runway has been torn up on the south end by hogs. Frank, JD, and Mark inspected the perimeter of the field for hog entrances.  
 

 
Treasurer's Report Jerry Burton reports: 

All bills are paid. A discussion was held regarding changing the club fees to a flat $125 fee for all members regardless of prior 
membership. The discussion will continue over subsequent meetings, with a target of deciding by September.  
 

 
Safety Officer’s Report Mark Fuess reports:  

A reminder that the way we handle our X-lock (what is used when the field is completely closed): o We will no longer be closing the 
field due to flooding of the field o Chains will be placed at the fence of the main runway when the runway is closed. o A camera is in 
place to monitor the field o X-lock is red and will be hung on the gate when the runway is closed, but will only be used to lock the gate 
during full NOTAM New Business / General Comments  
Discussions over the state of the field and the approaches that could be taken. Barry Ponder proposed official research into options and 
cost of field repairs and improvements (quotes and assessments). The motion was seconded by Lewie Moore and approved by the 
majority of club members present.  
 

Cowtown Drone racing introduced Kim Rodriguez special guest to request and kick off a fund-raising event at the club 
field partnering with both Cowtown Drone Racing and Greater Southwest Aero Modelers for “The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society” 
with a proposed event date of May 23rd. The date was confirmed with a unanimous vote from the galley to proceed.  
 

Presentation was made by FAASTeam via dual wall screens by Jim Pope with a short address to the membership by 

FAA North Texas FSDO FAASTeam program manager Darrell Hughes. A short impromptu discussion ensued regarding the FAA 
NPR with specific reference to the FAA proposed rule of a 12month window for AMA clubs to register as a FRIA. Darrell Hughes 
provided comments stating the FAA does not have intentions to shut down the hobby and relayed confidence the FAA has committed 
to work with AMA to produce to an acceptable outcome addressing the safety of our Airspace and our hobby.  
 

Page 1 of 2 
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Greater Southwest Aero Modelers Club Business 

Additional discussions were held over what can be done to immediately improve the conditions of the field. The 
recent hog damage has been severe, and the state of the runway is such that lighter craft are risking damage. Bob 
McDuff has been researching grub control solutions with an estimated cost of $270 per half acre of coverage for 
biologic treatment. 
 

Darrell Abby proposed a motion to approve $1000 to be used to take action on the field ASAP, the motion 
was seconded by Herb Coven and approved by a majority of club members present.  

 
Model of the Month:  

Three aircraft participated. Dave Ek with a P-38 Dual rubberband powered balsa indoor flyer, 
Mark Fuess latest fuel balsa Screamin’ Deamon and an electric Tacono balsa from Dana. A run-
off was required for the Screamin’ Deamon and the Tacono with the Tacono taking the wining 
vote count and $10.00 gift certificate from Roy’s Hobby shop was awarded. The club drew for 
the ticket drawing with Darrell Abby winning a Roy’s Hobby Shop $10.00 gift certificate.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Jeff Bagdon, Secretary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hopefully we’ve seen tHe last of tHem... 
 

If not, the Hog whisperer is on call 
 
 

March 2020 Secretary's Report  
Page Two 
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Greater Southwest Aero Modelers of Fort Worth emergency meeting notes and ADVISORY ADVISORY:  

 
The April monthly meeting is cancelled, scheduled events are suspended until further notice Emergency 
meeting minutes as follows:  
 
Per President request - an emergency meeting was broadcast to the membership on Friday March 13th 
8:30am CDT via FaceBook; a membership email blast sent at 10:42am CDT and the Club Website Chat 
Room posted at 1:23pm to meet at the club field to address work on the main runway on Tuesday 03- 17-
2020 at 6:00pm CDT.  
The meeting started in the covered pits area promptly at 6:02pm CDT with 30 active members present. The 
President provided opening statements to address the reason for the meeting; set agenda and call outs for 
dedicated members to present information to the membership regarding the main runway, before taking 
questions and general discussion from the galley. Former President Darrell Abby provided a summary of 
current field conditions being unfit for small and large scale aircraft particularly those with retracts 
requiring adequate level ground… 
 
Hogs have ravaged the field necessitating immediate action for grub control. The club was reminded to 
methods and volunteerism and member financial contributions of past years that kept the field in shape and 
offered a plea for addressing the main runway that is in need of major repairs. Lawrence Harville presented 
a plea to repair the field stating the main runway is the anchor to the club and if we were to address the 
field properly and suffer a couple weeks downtime for repairs, the membership can enjoy a well dressed 
grass surface well into 2021 and beyond with proper upkeep. The Scale Masters qualifier and other events 
can be moved back citing the main runway is paramount to the livelihood of the club, we can always 
reschedule events but the runway should take prominence over event dates.  
 
Also stating COVID-19 is causing many AMA events throughout the nation to cancel, therefore moving 
GSWAM events back will have no consequence considering the circumstances. Lewie Moore presented the 
main runway has suffered many setbacks in years past with damages much the same or more so our present 
condition is nothing new and can be easily repaired. Stage one should be Grub control as soon as weather 
permits while hog control efforts continue. The field high spots should be tamped down , then all divots to 
be filled with yard sand. No need to immediately top dress the entire field yet. However, proper measures 
can be taken as needed with top dressing materials and machinery and labor in order to bring the field back 
to a unified level surface within reason.  
 
J.D. Crow presented his experience with golf club greens where top dressings are applied as on ongoing 
regular program with pest control and grass nutrient supplements. We had garnered bids for options of sand 
mix and top soils materials delivery and contract labor to spread and level. A two to three week down time 
for organic restoration should be expected. Contractors who visited the field recommended a soil mix 
distribution and level working with the club as to the extent needed for desired results. J.D. also reported 
on a team of hog hunters which use trained dogs to hunt and remove hogs without killing who is ready to 
visit the field for no cost, but will readily accept donations for dog food. Members are welcome to join 
them in the nightly hunts. 

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 

Page 1 of 2 March Emergency Meeting 

March Emergency Meeting Notes 
Page 1 of 2  
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President Paul Lange and Mark Fuess validated the city does allow for hunting hog on the 91 acres of land, 
however due to safety and transient persons along the Trinity River bottoms, which is our property border, a no 
Fire-arm HUNTING Policy was agreed upon by the membership with a show of all hands. It was also noted an 
understanding that in a self-defense scenario should any person encounter a charging beast at close proximity a 
fire arm kill is permitted. Tim Lovett also recommended the hog team further communicate to the City Animal 
control who have set the existing trap and removal of two hogs of our intentions. (This step has been confirmed 
for go go by the City of Fort Worth animal control) All Clear. Tim Lovett presented to the membership all 
comments are welcome and desired for the health of the club, to which the board fielded questions. David Hill 
motioned and Frank Rowell seconded to contact the hog hunters as part of our hog control efforts. A vote was 
presented with all members in attendance voting in approval to proceed at will. Paul Lange presented quotes for 
soil mix materials in at least two grades and at three different amounts at a maximum cost of $4500.00 which 
included a standing quote for labor and machinery to disperse and level the field. It was noted the  
 
March meeting had previously approved $1000.00 for grub control and field repairs which should be applied to 
the overall approval dollar amount. Therefore the board recommended an approval for an additional $3500.00 to 
be approved and used as needed to complete the field repairs starting as soon as the first steps of grub control 
and hog remediation are completed, followed by tamping high spots down and a leveling survey completed by 
Tim Lovett and Frank Rowell to asses the next steps of applying soil material and leveling. It was noted the 
main runway would likely require a two to three week period for organic restoration. Other disciplines of the 
GSWAM field would not be affected for normal operations. TAG events and appropriate aircraft may be 
allowed to fly the East-West grass area from the HeliPort while protecting and staying off of the main runway. 
A short discussion with question and answer ensued ending with Mike SanMiguel motioning to approve 
$3500.00 for field repairs as soon as possible. Ben Benda seconded the motion for the field repair effort. A vote 
was held with all 30 members present unanimously approving the field repair effort expenditure to commence at 
will. It was noted and requested GSWAM officers reach out to other area clubs for permission to fly their fields 
while GSWAM club field is down for repairs.  
 
UPDATE: Thanks to Jim Little of “Roy’s Hobby Shop” and President Paul Lange, the following clubs have 
confirmed and welcome members of GSWAM to visit their field: Thunderbirds of Lake Benbrook (http://
www.fwthunderbirds.org/), Golden Triangle of Grand Prairie (https://www.gtrcc.org/), 114th R/C of Grapevine 
(https://www.114thrc.org/), Texas Wings of Newark (Facebook: Texas Wings RC Flying Club) Please note 
when visiting any club field be sure to present your AMA and GSWAM club identification, your FAA 
registration card, and have your FAA number on any aircraft you wish to fly. All clubs are experiencing weather 
related closures so be sure to check on line before visiting any field. All rules apply as Each club has its own 
unique safety rules and behavior mandates to follow, GSWAM may fly with that clubs membership on site and 
should vacate the field as that membership vacates.  
 
Further clarification from Tim Lovett: 
 
I made the motion and it went like this; 
  

To approve funds, including the already approved $1000.00 to a total of $4500.00 to fix the runway.  Inclusion of a 
signed contract with Mr. Sharp to level off high spots and fill low spots with up to 70 yards of soil mix. 
 What that ultimately means is that if the tamping doesn’t get the results we hope, then the contractor can finish the job 
by filling.  
  
Tim Lovett 

 

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 

March Emergency Meeting Notes 
continued 

Page 2 of 2 March Emergency Meeting Notes 
—-END—- 
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Greater Southwest Aero Modelers Club Business 

Caught at the field! 

Visit our Website: WWW.flygsw.org 

Mad Max 
This is our First Catch, Mad Max. He’s about 175 

to 200 pounds of pure boar pork.  RIP 

Big Bertha 
She wasn’t happy with us, as she rammed the 
cage with the force of a Mac Truck. She was 

our second catch. And the largest.  RIP 

WILD WILLIE 

Is about 125 to 140 pound Boar that met his 
maker. So far, he is the smallest of the 
catches. The city uses a winch to drag said 
cadavers up into the truck. Because he was 
shot, he will be processed  into edible food 
for those in need.  
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Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 

Quad Races were a Huge Success 

Mad props race is in the books!! Huge thank you to everyone who 
came out today! Congratulations to our winners NeonFpv, Jbox, and 
HairmotoFpv!! Yall killed it today! Cant wait to kick off the 2020 Spring 
Series in march!! 
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Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 

Seen at the Jim Jackman Memorial Fun Fly! 

This was the First Club Event of 2020, and 
Hosted by Tim Lovett and assisted by Mark 
Fuess.  If this is any indication as to this 
year’s events, you are in store for a really 
Fun year!   
 
The turnout was good but the spectator 
observance was Incredible! I hadn’t seen this 
many spectators in a long time! Hopefully, 
this will encourage more (and New) 
Participants in the future.  
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Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 

Calculating Theoretical Speed.  
  
Theoretical speed means that the propeller is 100% efficient and that there is no loss due to 
aerodynamic drag, etc.   A perfect airplane flying in a perfect world.  That's not going to 
happen here on earth, but this still gives you a starting point.  For this example we'll use an 
engine turning a 7" pitch propeller at 15,000 RPM.  Convert Revolutions Per Minute (RPM) 
to Revolutions Per Hour (RPH):  RPM x 60 = RPH  15,000 x 60 = 900,000 RPH Find Inches 
Per Hour assuming 100% efficiency:  RPH x Propeller Pitch = Inches per Hour  900,000 x 7 
= 6300000 inches per hour Convert to Miles Per Hour (12" x 5280' = inches in a mile):  
6300000 ÷  (12 x 5280) = 99.4 MPH The bottom line (assuming 100% propeller efficiency 
and zero airframe drag):  Speed = ( RPM x Pitch ) ÷ 1056 In reality the average sport model 
with this combination might do 75-80 MPH on a good day.   
 
 

Calculating Propeller Efficiency.  
  

Going a little farther, we can actually set up a speed trial to determine how fast an 
aircraft is going and then determine propeller efficiency using those numbers 
(time over distance).  So let's say you time your aircraft on a 100 yard (300 feet) 
course (upwind and downwind to make it even).  The average time is 2.7 seconds.  
Convert the distance covered to miles by dividing distance covered in feet by 
number of feet in a mile.  There are 5,280 feet in a mile.  300 ÷ 5280 = .0568 
miles Convert elapsed time to hours by dividing time in seconds by seconds in an 
hour.  There are 3600 seconds in an hour.  2.7 ÷ 3600 = .00075 hours Find Miles 
Per Hour:  .0568 ÷ .00075 = 75.7 mph If our timer was accurate and the distance 
is accurate then that speed will be accurate.  An easier way is to use a radar gun, 
but then you don't get to do all this fun math.  Going back to the previous 
example, let's determine the overall loss of efficiency and then, for convenience, 
blame it all on the propeller.  Divide actual speed by the theoretical speed using a 
100% efficient propeller and an aircraft having zero drag:  75.7 ÷ 99.4 = 76.16% 
efficiency Unless we have an onboard tachometer, we do not really know what the 
RPM of the engine is.  Also, the lack of efficiency could very easily be attributed 
to the airframe design - not necessarily the fault of the propeller.  Still, it is 
something to play around with if you are so inclined.  
  
  

GSW TECH 101 
BY: Mark Fuess 
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Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 

Jim Jackman Memorial Fun Fly! 

First Place 
Frank Rowell 

$75.00 

Second Place 
Kelly Cohnway 

$50.00 

Third Place 
Harold Davis 

$25.00 

Fourth Place 
Paul Lange 

$15.00 

Fifth Place 
Stephen Marcantel 

$10.00 

Sixth Place 
Billy Law 

$5.00 

TOP SIX PLAYERS 

CONGRADULATIONS Y’ALL! 
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Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 

Jim Jackman Memorial Fun Fly! 
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Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 

With COVID-19, HOGS, and WEATHER 
disrupting our scheduled events, it  just seemed prudent to 
suspend the 2020 Events Calendar (within the newsletter) 

until we get past all this mess.  
 

Once we get the current situation stabilized… 
 

 I will create and send a "Stand Alone" Events Calendar to the 
MEMBERSHIP.  
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Tail Spinner Submissions 
 
Entries for the Tail Spinner are due no 
later than the 24th of the month.  
Remember that ads are free to members.  
Send them to: 
 

Mark Fuess 
817.909.6065 (Text msg. only) 

 
(e-mail)  mark.fuess@hotmail.com 

 

 You Have an Idea for a Club EVENT? 
 

Anyone (ESPECIALLY YOU) can be an event coordinator.  
New type events are welcome with club approval.   

Fun-fly’s are totally informal—volunteer and coordinate with me;  
Any date including a Sunday.   

(S) Indicates AMA sanctioned event.  
Jimmy Stanford, Event Coordinator (202) 725-5565 or rescuejim@yahoo.com 

mailto:darrellabby@att.net
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The Tail Spinner 
Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 

P.O. Box 1171 
Bedford, TX  76095 

 

     
 
 

 
 
 

WILL YOU BE AT THE 2020 WES BLAIR TEXAS SCALE CHAMPIONSHIP? 

 

Euless #2182 
105 Airport Fwy 

Euless, TX  76040 

Beach 3186 
3901 Airport Freeway 
Fort Worth, TX  76111 

 

Precinct Line #25720 
769 Airport Fwy. 
Hurst, TX  76053 

Wichita 24126 
3200 SE Loop 820 

Forest Hill, TX  76140 

Massey McDonald’s 
Is proud to support 

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 
 

Please visit us at one of the following locations: 

Central #10230 
2100 Central Park Blvd. 

Bedford, TX  76022 

Altamere 32934 
525 Alta Mere Dr. 

Fort Worth, TX  76116 

Our Meeting Place—> 

Did you find the hidden message?  
Last one to leave the field? Did you Lock the Gate? 
Have you volunteered to help the club maintain the field? 
Last but not least, thank you for supporting our club! 

March 2020 IMPORTANT REMINDERS! 

Visit our website at: www.flygsw.org 


