
 

Go to https://.FLYGSW.ORG for the latest updates! 

TailSpinner Newsletter 

October 16th 2021 

BEST POST WWII: Woody Lake, T28 

BEST WWII PILOTS CHOICE: Lawrence Harville, P82 

BEST SMALL SCALE MILITARY: JD Crow, F4U Corsair 

BEST CIVILIAN: Darrell Abby, Gilmore Charger 

BEST WWI: Tim Lovett ,Tiger Moth 

Barry Ponder, Contest Director 











Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 

 

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers, Inc. is a nonprofit organization. Membership is 

nondiscriminatory and open to anyone who agrees to abide by Club By-Laws.  

A condition of membership for insurance purposes is current affiliation with the Academy of Model 

Aeronautics (AMA).  Our flying field is located at 6903 Randol Mill Road, 1/4 mile east of exit 26 

off of Loop 820 at N 32°46.895’ W 97° 12.361’.  Visitors are welcome whenever the gate is 

unlocked.  Free flight training instruction is available to members from 6:00 PM to dusk on Mon-

day and Wednesday while Daylight Savings Time is in effect.   

 

General  Club Information 

Our Airfield is 100% maintained by Club Member Volunteers. We would appreciate your volunteering to help. 

GSWAM club membership online renewals 
available now! To renew your membership online 
just register at:  

https://flygsw.org 
 

Online renewals are available for current members with processing and payment via 

PayPal at $100.00 plus $5.00 handling fee. Current members can still renew in person at 

Roy’s Hobby Shop for $100.00.  New or Lapsed membership can only apply as usual at 

Roy's Hobby Shop for $150.00.  

Go to https://.FLYGSW.ORG for the latest updates! 

https://flygsw.org/


Our Airfield is 100% maintained by Club Member Volunteers. We would appreciate your assistance on occasion. 

From the Desk of the President  

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers Club Business 

November does not look or feel like fall yet this year…but we know it’s on 

the way.  Barry Ponders “All Scale Fun Fly was a hoot” and Jim Keller 

grilled up some mighty fine hotdogs, cheesburgers and Brats with some of 

his home-made sauerkraut it was awesome!  So if you missed this year’s 

“All Scale” make sure you can track it for 2022!  Every flight of Bob 

Mueller’s ME-163 Rocket fire assisted show stopper is a must see.  We all 

hope it has many more spectacular flights ahead!  As a reminder Randy 

“Signs and Wonders” is hosting our first annual Halloween Costume, night 

fly, movie night on Saturday 10-30-21 see flyer attached this news letter 

edition for more details.  

 The club is scheduled to vote in our new slate of officers as the nomina-

tions for each officer positions were officially closed last club meeting.  There are of course other spe-

cifics we will take care of during the November club meeting as usual.  We are all saddened with the clos-

ing of Roy’s Hobby shop which has been a fixture storefront in Hurst Texas for over 40 years.  This of 

course impacts our local hobby habits in many ways and one of those is the support the club enjoyed 

from serving as the mainstay for our membership processing.  With the loss of Roy’s store counter sup-

port, we will be taking care of new memberships and renewals in person during our monthly meetings 

and of course at the field in addition to serving renewals on-line with Sonny’s E-Commerce that was 

rolled out in 2021.   

As discussed last month the club is strongly considering a new format to the club membership dues with 

a flat fee so this might impact 2022 processing.  Cooler and wetter weather will be rolling in very soon 

and hopefully without out our requisite two weeks of rain followed by a hard freeze to skip fall and 

dump right into winter.  This means the Electric Fence is paramount to keep the hogs away from the 

main runway…..so the hog fence takes on special attention in inspections going forward.   

Our ground crews have also been battling skunks for a few weeks with Mark and Diane Fuess taking lead 

with this war.  The skunk war is live and active so please take care to avoid them in the early morning 

and late evenings.  Hats off to the field crew as the grounds are in excellent condition and looks fantastic.  

It’s worth just driving up to the line control parking to gaze at the field and hang out for a few mo-

ments…..ya then get back to flying pronto!  We are looking forward to the Need food November 6th so 

bring can goods and box food stuffs and then get ready and set for Toys for Tots December the 4th so 

mark your calendars for both of these events!   

Keep ‘em flying everyone…see you at the flight line! 

 

Paul Lange 



Our Airfield is 100% maintained by Club Member Volunteers. We would appreciate your assistance on occasion. 

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers Club Business 

20 members attended the meeting to hear what’s going 

on in the Club. There were several interesting topics 

covered and a few laughs here n there.  

 

Bob McDuff brought his kit-built Exta 300 and 

took home the Model of the Month.   

Courtney Mayhew won the Raffle 

this month! 



Our Airfield is 100% maintained by Club Member Volunteers. We would appreciate your assistance on occasion. 

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers Club Business 
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GSWAM Club Meeting notes: 10-12-21 

President called the meeting to order at or near 7:28pm with 19 members in attendance. 

No new members or first time attendees were present. 

The Saturday work day following the club meeting was cancelled due to the following Saturdays All Scale event 10-16-

21. 

Randy Mayhew changed the date of his Halloween costume competition, night fly movie night event to Saturday night 

10-30-21 

Mention was made the Club Apparel website is up and running for sales and delivery-Kimberly is looking and welcome 

to ideas for different clothing to offer. 

The club party could be held at a participating church in the area…a plea was made for a volunteer team to set up a 

club party with no response of volunteers to take that effort. 

A decision to hold a December club meeting will be made at the November meeting 

There was no recent flight training logged for the month 

Special mention was made to the Club announcing GSWAM has been operating under the new updated By-Laws since 

the last club meeting where the By-Laws were officially adopted. 

Motion was made and seconded by Joel Jarabek and Bob McDuff to accept the Meeting notes from the September 

meeting with no changes required. The meeting notes were accepted by unanimous vote. 

Mentions were made affirming we are now processing physical applications for memberships, club cards and 2021 gate 

keys at meetings or at the club field with the closing of Roy’s Hobby Shop.  2022 Club applications and processing for 

memberships and renewals will also be processed at club meetings and the field.  Sonny Coleman still has Renewals 

only available on line on the club website.   

The club discussed and voted unanimous to adopt after motion was made and seconded by Frank Rowell and Dana 

Pierce to allow New Members only to pay $150.00 in November 1st for the Next Years membership…in this case 2022 

and fly the last two months November -December 2021 as a standing member.   

A suggestion was made to propose changing the club dues to a flat fee for all members waiving the one e $50.00 pro-

cessing fee for new members.  Tim Lovett made several suggestions to the proposal for a flat fee.  Sonny Coleman could 

still use on line registration for all membership processing and fees, PayPal charges would be added to online member-

ship applications.  A round number of $125.00 flat fee was discussed followed by a strategy to pro-rate new members 

during the year only.  Steve Rogers stated the By-Laws committee found it would be a good idea to dispose of the one 

time membership processing fee to help protect the clubs non-profit status as this fee is often looked upon as discrimi-

natory practice.  Mark Fuess suggested to provide a table on the membership application plainly stating what the new 

membership fee would be for each month to make it easy for assessing the fee and collecting the appropriate fee.  It 

was noted changing the fees would not need a By-Laws update but would need to be updated on the clubs lease agree-

ment schedule of dues with the City of Fort Worth.  Discussions continued in favor of possible adoption of changing the 

club dues to a flat fee and yearly pro-ration for new members at the November meeting.   

 

Continued on page 2 



Our Airfield is 100% maintained by Club Member Volunteers. We would appreciate your assistance on occasion. 

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers Club Business 
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Billy Law reports all mowers are up and running and in service.  The ClubCadet mower is smoking and we are selling it 

off for $350.00 to allow open space for the container.  Supplies are on hand for all services to each motor. 

Jerry Burton reported all bills are paid.  Mark Fuess will purchase some Skunk/Rodent fly bait treatment for a pending 

receipt.  GSWAM will be receiving funds from AMA NASA ticket sales pending. 

Mark Fuess made a plea for members to present articals and photos with names of each indivual in the photo 

Tim Lovett provided details of the ongoing sound Abatement project wherease a ledger is being used to log each test 

and show proactive measures to control and bring down any excessive decibel readings.  Frank Rowell commented the 

rehab center east of the club has never made mention of noise levels.  It was noted the cement plant and Thursday 

night football games are sources of noise to make mention.  Jerry is tracking when the Fort Worth City Council has 

noise on their agenda at City Council meetings.  Mark Fuess reminded the club to keep self police flying over the Randol 

Mill Road boundary line. 

A discussion was made regarding our reel mower with Bob McDuff reporting our reel mower blade track is no longer 

manufactured.  He also has found a local golf club to sharpen our reel mower blades.  Bob McDuff will continue to hunt 

for a replacement reel mower set up to replace our existing equipment.  Steve Rogers suggested the club to consider a 

self powered reel motor set up that will allow a smaller mower could pull the rig.  The club will continue to use our ex-

isting equipment with care.   

A Water Pressure valve will be scheduled for installation with Tioga Plumbing once the valve is delivered to the club.  

Dates pending receipt of the valve. 

The Hog Fence is functioning and more important now that cooler weather is present.  Whomever unplugs the electric 

fence from the timer in the mornings should also plug the timer back in before they leave.  A plea was made to contin-

ue checking the electric fence power before locking down the field and closing the gate. 

The Civil Air Patrol will be providing a date for their next event and a window of time to deploy the new tentpole cano-

py.  Tim Lovett has made contact with the North Texas Police Drone Squads to also start using the club field for their 

training…details pending for that effort will be discussed at the November meeting with Tim Lovett.  

The Barry Ponder All Scale event would be contingent on the weather 10-16-21. 

Special note was confirmed the club will officially vote on the nominations for the new Board of Directors at the No-

vember meeting….no new nominations were presented for the vote. 

Special note was made for all members to remain aware of visitors and vehicles entering the club field at all times….be 

ready to engage or even intervene appropriately to curtail any mischief that may ensue. 

New or old business was discussed with Barry Ponder suggesting to tag up with local schools to investigate used field 

mowing equipment for the club. 

Bob McDuff presented a custom modified Great Plane 20cc sport plane for model of the month and presented to the 

club. 

The winner of the ticket draw for a custom engraved knife provided by David Hill was won by Courtney Mayhew who 

also won last months drawing! 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:39pm CDT. 



Greater Southwest Aero Modelers  

Club Volunteer Highlight 

Go to https://.FLYGSW.ORG for the latest field up-dates! 

Meet Sonny Coleman, he has been your WEBMASTER for 

over 19 years, plus he has provided the Server and IP Address 

for the club. Sonny is a regular volunteer for field maintenance in 

keeping the Runway in pristine condition! Along with these duties, 

he has also been (and still is) your Club Secretary multiple times as 

well.  You will often see Sonny participating in Club Events such as 

the Texas Scale Championship, AMA Scale Masters, and many 

others.  Sonny is quite personable and fun to talk to, so if you see 

him at the field give him a big ol’ thank you for all his hard work in 

making GSWAM a World-Class AMA GOLD LEADER Club. 



Greater Southwest Aero Modelers Club  Recognition 

Go to https://.FLYGSW.ORG for the latest up-dates! 

Help us keep Greater Southwest Aero Modelers  a WORLD CLASS Airfield! 

I would like to Thank Frank Halpin for his extreme generosity. Frank has been a member of GSWAM 

for many years and I have always enjoyed hanging out with him, chit chatting and working on his en-

gines.  Franks health has prevented him from flying this last year, and the reality is, he most likely won’t 

be able fly anymore.   

Because of this, Frank asked his good friends Chuck Ezell, and Tom Overnyder, to take all of Franks Air-

planes and Equipment to the Field and give it all away!  YES, Frank simply gave all of his stuff to the Club 

Members on October 15th, and 16th.  For those who received any of Franks stuff, please put Frank in 

your prayers that he continue to improve his health.  I’m sure he would greatly appreciate that. 

 
To all our wonderful customers: 
 
Thank you for all the years since May of 2014. It has been mostly a good ride! I have met some incredible 
people and you are the reason my heart is so heavy! I'm just tired of "The Fight" and have totally lost interest 
in fighting the Covid 19 fight with the occasional not so nice customers who refuse to wear masks or more 
importantly, WEAR THEM PROPERLY. That's only one piece of the pie of decision but it's a big reason and 
so it's just time for me to retire from the retail world...  
 
Thanks again to all who have made this a trip a pleasure.  
 

Al Cannan 
 

 
Roy’s Hobby was an Icon at GSWAM and will be greatly missed! 

https://www.facebook.com/alcannan?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWWKWM1u5URZbKiFuPFOT9dVn_yzY9o3wbT3VLylOyWGuBXLjwe1ZznxPDiKt5P84Nqdoqlgb4opR48Or-QjPIU1ZrcsiKpGtq4927ZEI8m_f0GECKJ0HKz5aQeFcDsP4g&__tn__=-%5dK-R


Greater Southwest Aero Modelers Club Members 

Go to https://.FLYGSW.ORG for the latest field condition! 

Thank You, Lawrence Harville District VIII AMA Vice President 



Greater Southwest Aero Modelers  

Go to https://www.FLYGSW.ORG for the latest updates! 



Greater Southwest Aero Modelers Seen at the Field 

Go to https://.FLYGSW.ORG for the latest updates! 



Greater Southwest Aero Modelers Seen at the Field 

Go to https://.FLYGSW.ORG for the latest updates! 





 You Have an Idea for a Club EVENT? 
 

Anyone (ESPECIALLY YOU) can be an event coordinator.  

New type events are welcome with club approval.   

Fun-fly’s are totally informal—volunteer and coordinate with an Officer.  

Any date including a Sunday.   

 

Don’t forget to visit our WEBSITE!  https://flygsw.org/ 

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 



The Tail Spinner 
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Euless #2182 

105 Airport Fwy 

Beach 3186 

3901 Airport Freeway 

Precinct Line #25720 

769 Airport Fwy. 

Wichita 24126 

3200 SE Loop 820 

Massey McDonald’s 

Is proud to support 

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 

Central #10230 

2100 Central Park Blvd. 

Bedford, TX  76022 

Altamere 32934 

525 Alta Mere Dr. 

Last one to leave the field? Did you Lock the Gate? 

Have you volunteered to help the club maintain the field? 

Last but not least, thank you for supporting our club! 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS! 

MEETING PLACE 

Visit  https://.FLYGSW.ORG for the latest updates! 

Mark B. Fuess 2021 



Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 
CLUB APPAREL 

BY 

 Daisies Ducks and Doodles 
https://shop.daisiesducksdoodles.com/collections/gswam 

 

OR GO TO OUR WEBSITE 

https://flygsw.org/ 

https://shop.daisiesducksdoodles.com/collections/gswam
https://flygsw.org/

